
                                                                                          

 

KS2 Assessment Update - EXS 

 
 

 
Recent STA Moderator Training focused on one particular statement from ‘working at 
greater depth within the expected standard’: Managing shifts between levels of formality 
through selecting vocabulary precisely and by manipulating grammatical structures. 
 
In the following 3 pieces do not, provide evidence for this greater depth statement.  
They are credited as demonstrating evidence for expected standard statement: 

 

 Selecting vocabulary and grammatical structures that reflect the 
level of formality required mostly correctly. 
 

 

The following 3 examples are single pieces of writing – from different pupils. 
 
Each piece is accompanied by an STA commentary to support your understanding. 

 
1. Palm Oil (persuasive letter) 
 
2. The Pie (first person short narrative) 
 
3. London Trip (promotional leaflet) 
 
 



 

1. Palm Oil (persuasive letter) 

 
 

  



 



 

 

  



 

Palm Oil (persuasive letter) 
 
Commentary: 

 

 The letter maintains an appropriately formal style throughout. The second person, 
direct address to the recipient is appropriate to the letter form, and the integrated 
question and answer format does not undermine the formality of the vocabulary and 
grammatical structures that are effectively deployed throughout (as the demand 
grows bigger the oil producers need to have access to more land, for their 
plantations to grow and flourish; The orangutans rely on the rainforest… orangutans 
are becoming increasingly rare; I suggest that you advertise these problems; make a 
concious effort to recognise the relevant issues surrounding the farming of palm oil).  



 

2. The Pie (short first person narrative) 
 

 
 
  



 

The Pie (short first person narrative) 
 
Commentary:  
 

 This short narrative establishes and maintains an appropriately informal style 
throughout, with vocabulary choices in keeping with the character and situation of 
the young first person Victorian narrator (the last shilling we’ve got; If looks could kill, 
I’d be dead right now; the words are stuck in my throat). The use of the present 
tense, with simple present and present progressive forms, and non-finite (-ing) verbs, 
conveys urgency and immediacy in this brief but pacy narrative. 

  



 

3. London Trip (promotional leaflet) 
 

 



 



 

 

London Trip (information leaflet) 
 
Commentary:  

 
 An informal style, appropriate to the intended audience, is used from the start, with 

questions (including an elliptical question) that directly address the reader and 
acknowledge their anxieties (Are you nervous about the London trip next year? Don’t 
want to get lost?). There is a hint of greater formality in the next sentence with the 
agentless passive (Any questions… will be answered in this brochure), but the 
idiomatic playing on your mind and the use of informal vocabulary and structures 
(school trip that you’ll go on; bother Hilltop!) are not indicative of a managed shift. 
The central section of the leaflet provides information about London’s attractions 
whilst continuing to entice and reassure the reader (This heart-stopping café will take 
the wind out of your sails; …sticky chocolate sauce drizzled on it. Lovely!) The 
greater formality of the passives (Any money you bring can be spent on…but it was 
agreed by Year 6…) and the impersonal construction (it was better to bring your 
own!) is somewhat undermined by the use of an exclamation mark at the end of the 
sentence. The leaflet concludes with a ‘true or false’ section, which maintains the 
light-hearted and informal tone of the piece (Take selfies with no teacher in! Go and 
marvel at the attractions!). 

 


