
 
 

Key stage 2 English writing standardisation exercise 2 

For the purpose of this standardisation exercise, you should assume that following the 

discussion with the teacher during the moderation, you are satisfied that the writing is 

independent, including the use of any source material, and that any edits are the pupil’s 

own. 

Where handwriting seems inconsistent, you should base your judgement on the 

strongest piece, and assume that this is validated by further evidence in the pupil’s 

books. 

Where there is no evidence of correct spelling of words from the statutory word lists in 

the pupil’s independent writing, you should assume that the teacher has provided 

evidence in the form of spelling tests or writing from across the curriculum. 

This exercise does not contain any collections from pupils deemed to have a particular 

weakness. 

All assessments should be made using the Teacher assessment frameworks at the end 

of key stage 2: English writing – working towards the expected standard, working at the 

expected standard or working at greater depth. You should not assume that the exercise 

includes one collection from each of the standards. Each collection should be judged 

individually. 

Pupil A 

This collection includes: 

A) a poem 

B) two diary entries 

C) a biography 

D) a narrative 

E) a formal letter 

F) a ship’s log 

  

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/740345/2018-19_teacher_assessment_frameworks_at_the_end_of_key_stage_2_WEBHO.pdf
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Key stage 2 exercise 2 

Pupil A – Piece A: a poem 

Context: pupils read the opening chapters of ‘Skellig’ (David Almond) as well as various 

poems featuring a range of figurative language, including personification. They chose an 

emotion that the main character, Michael, had experienced in the book and wrote a  

free-verse poem to personify this emotion. 
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Key stage 2 exercise 2 

Pupil A – Piece B: two diary entries 

Context: while reading ‘Skellig’ (David Almond), pupils focused on the viewpoint of one of 

the characters, Mina. They re-wrote two events from the book, from Mina’s point of view, 

as recorded in her diary. 
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Key stage 2 exercise 2 

Pupil A – Piece C: a biography 

Context: pupils each picked an author and researched key information about their life and 

career, before writing a biography. 
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Key stage 2 exercise 2 

Pupil A – Piece D: a narrative 

Context: having read ‘Street Child’ (Berlie Doherty), pupils imagined what might have 

happened to Lizzie and Emily, the sisters of the main character, who appear only in the 

early part of the story. They planned ideas for new settings and characters in their story, 

before drafting their writing over several days.  
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Key stage 2 exercise 2 

Pupil A – Piece E: a formal letter 

Context: after reading ‘Kensuke’s Kingdom’ (Michael Morpurgo) and learning about some 

of the features of formal language, the children considered reasons for and against the 

family attempting to sail around the world. They then wrote formal letters in role as 

Michael’s headteacher, in an attempt to persuade him either to go or decline the trip. 
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Key stage 2 exercise 2 

Pupil A – Piece F: a ship’s log 

Context: in Chapter 3 of ‘Kensuke’s Kingdom’ (Michael Morpurgo), the main character, 

Michael, records his experiences at sea in the ship’s log book. After reading the next 

chapters, pupils imagined that Michael had kept his log book with him when he was 

washed ashore. They wrote the next two entries he might have made to record his first 

experiences on the island. 
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Pupil B 

This collection includes: 

A) a poem 

B) a newspaper report 

C) a narrative based on a novel 

D) a balanced argument 

E) a diary entry 
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Key stage 2 exercise 2 

Pupil B – Piece A: a poem 

Context: having explored description and language choice, pupils wrote their own poem 

about the seasons, using figurative language. 
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Key stage 2 exercise 2 

Pupil B – Piece B: a newspaper report 

Context: drawing on the book ‘Holes’ (Louis Sachar), pupils wrote a newspaper report 

about the main character, Stanley Yelnats. 
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Key stage 2 exercise 2 

Pupil B – Piece C: a narrative based on a novel 

Context: pupils wrote a narrative drawing on ‘Holes’ (Louis Sachar), focusing on creating 

mystery and suspense. 
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Key stage 2 exercise 2 

Pupil B – Piece D: a balanced argument 

Context: the class explored features of a balanced argument and drew on their history 

topic to write their own piece about Henry VIII. 
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Key stage 2 exercise 2 

Pupil B – Piece E: a diary entry 

Context: drawing on ‘Skellig’ (David Almond), pupils wrote a diary entry in the role of the 

main character, Michael. 
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Pupil C 

This collection includes: 

A) a continuation of a narrative 

B) a setting description 

C) an information podcast 

D) a setting description 

E) a character monologue 

F) a narrative 
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Key stage 2 exercise 2 

Pupil C – Piece A: a continuation of a narrative 

Context: after watching a video clip from the film, ‘Jurassic Park’, pupils were asked to 

recreate and continue the action scene from where the clip ended. 
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Key stage 2 exercise 2 

Pupil C – Piece B: a setting description 

Context: pupils were asked to write a setting description based on a scene from the film, 

‘Jurassic Park’. They had researched the landscape and were given various pictures as a 

guide. 
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Key stage 2 exercise 2 

Pupil C – Piece C: an information podcast 

Context: after choosing a specific dinosaur, children researched various features and had 

to create a podcast for the school website. 
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Key stage 2 exercise 2 

Pupil C – Piece D: a setting description 

Context: pupils watched a clip of the short film, ‘Ruin’ (Wes Ball) and described the scene 

in detail, focusing on the five senses to aid their writing. 
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Key stage 2 exercise 2 

Pupil C – Piece E: a character monologue 

Context: following on from watching an action scene in the short film, ‘Ruin’ (Wes Ball), 

the pupils wrote an internal monologue of the protagonist, demonstrating the thoughts 

and feelings of the character, using the first person. 
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Key stage 2 exercise 2 

Pupil C – Piece F: a narrative 

Context: after watching the short film, ‘Alma’ (Rodrigo Blaas), pupils wrote the story from 

the perspective of Alma. They had acted out sections to discuss the reasons for the 

character’s choices. 
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