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Key stage 2 English writing standardisation exercise 2 

For the purpose of this standardisation exercise, you should assume that discussion with the 

teacher during the moderation visit has satisfied you that the writing is independent, including the 

use of any source material, and that any edits are the pupil’s own.  

Where handwriting seems inconsistent, you should base your judgement on the strongest piece, 

and assume that this is validated by further evidence in the pupil’s books. 

Where there is no evidence of correct spelling of words from the statutory word lists in the pupil’s 

independent writing, you should assume that the teacher has provided evidence in the form of 

spelling tests, exercises, or writing from across the curriculum. 

This exercise does not contain any collections from pupils deemed to have a particular weakness. 

You should not assume that the exercise includes one collection from each of the standards within 

the English writing framework at the end of key stage 2: working towards the expected standard, 

working at the expected standard or working at greater depth. Each collection should be judged 

individually. 

Please ensure that you note your answers down clearly and correctly, and give them to the person 

overseeing the standardisation exercise once completed. There is no template for you to record 

your responses. You will need to record your responses using a format agreed within your local 

authority. 

Pupil A 

This collection includes: 

A) a Greek myth 

B) a letter of complaint 

C) a balanced argument 

D) a fable 

E) a blog  

  

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/740345/2018-19_teacher_assessment_frameworks_at_the_end_of_key_stage_2_WEBHO.pdf
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Key stage 2 exercise 2  

Pupil A - Piece A: a Greek myth  

Context: as part of a topic on Ancient Greece, the class read a variety of different Greek myths. 

They were then given the opportunity to write a myth using their own choice of god. The pupil chose 

to start their myth with a warning.  
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Key stage 2 exercise 2  

Pupil A - Piece B: a letter of complaint 

Context: after exploring examples of fairy tales with a twist, pupils were asked to write a letter of 

complaint from the point of view of a fairy tale character of their choice. The pupil asked to use a 

character from one of the Harry Potter novels and chose to write from the point of view of the 

Basilisk, complaining about Harry Potter and making the case for his expulsion from Hogwarts. 
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Key stage 2 exercise 2  

Pupil A - Piece C: a balanced argument 

Context: after studying the Amazon rainforest in geography, the pupil chose to write a balanced 

argument about deforestation. 
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Key stage 2 exercise 2  

Pupil A - Piece D: a fable 

Context: after reading and exploring Rudyard Kipling's Just So stories, pupils were asked to write a 

fable in the style of Kipling. The pupil chose to write about how the koala got its shout. 
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Key stage 2 exercise 2  

Pupil A - Piece E: a blog 

Context: as part of their independent projects inspired by the school’s production of Peter Pan, 

pupils were asked to create their own Neverland. One of the tasks was to write a diary, but the pupil 

chose to embed a story within a blog instead, presenting their very different version of Neverland. 
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Pupil B  

This collection includes: 

A) a short adventure story 

B) a manifesto 

C) a modern-day version of ‘Macbeth’ 

D) an information text 

E) a formal letter 
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Key stage 2 exercise 2  

Pupil B - Piece A: a short adventure story 

Context: after reading and exploring Percy Jackson and the Lightning Thief (Rick Riordan), pupils 

wrote a short adventure story, focusing on the chapter where Percy meets Medusa. The pupils drew 

on their prior knowledge of Greek mythology to explore the idea of a journey where suspense is 

created and the characters meet something unexpected. 

 



 16 

 

  



 17 

 

Key stage 2 exercise 2  

Pupil B - Piece B: a manifesto 

Context: having studied the Ancient Greeks as part of their work in history, pupils learnt about 

democracy and the political system prior to debating topical issues. They explored the language of 

manifestos from pupils in another school before writing their own manifesto about the main policies 

they would adopt if they were to become prime minister. 
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Key stage 2 exercise 2  

Pupil B - Piece C: a modern-day version of ‘Macbeth’ 

Context: the class read Macbeth (William Shakespeare) and took part in a range of drama activities, 

including hot-seating, before writing a modern-day version of the story. 
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Key stage 2 exercise 2  

Pupil B - Piece D: an information text 

Context: having watched some episodes of David Attenborough’s Blue Planet as part of their work 

in science, pupils conducted their own independent research before writing an information text for a 

national geographical magazine. 
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Key stage 2 exercise 2  

Pupil B - Piece E: a formal letter 

Context: as part of their work in personal, social, health and economic (PSHE) education, pupils 
considered how to keep their bodies and minds healthy. They worked in groups to research a 
particular health concern in society today and discussed what might be done about it. They then 
planned and wrote a letter to a government minister.  
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Pupil C  

This collection includes: 

A) a short story 

B) a science investigation 

C) an information text 

D) a pair of historical narratives 

E) a continuation of a chapter 

F) a formal letter 
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Key stage 2 exercise 2  

Pupil C - Piece A: a short story 

Context: as part of a unit on narrative writing, pupils were asked to use their skills to build tension in 

a story about an assassination, particularly by hiding the identity of the perpetrator.  
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Key stage 2 exercise 2  

Pupil C - Piece B: a science investigation 

Context: as part of their work in science, pupils were asked to create a fair test to investigate how 

changing one variable of a magic bean would affect the speed of its descent down a ramp. Having 

conducted the experiment and recorded their findings, pupils then wrote up their experiment in full. 
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Key stage 2 exercise 2  

Pupil C - Piece C: an information text  

Context: as part of their cross-curricular topic work, pupils were asked to research 2 animals that 

might have the potential to form a hybrid. They then wrote an information text on this newly 

discovered, genetically engineered hybrid animal. 
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Key stage 2 exercise 2  

Pupil C - Piece D: a pair of historical narratives 

Context: after reading a range of fiction and non-fiction texts related to World War 2, and exploring 

the period in their history lessons, the pupil chose to write 2 different wartime narratives depicting 

everyday life through the perspective of children.  

First-person narrative: Ned’s diary 
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Third-person narrative about a child evacuee 
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Key stage 2 exercise 2  

Pupil C - Piece E: a continuation of a chapter 

Context: pupils read the first chapter of One More River (Lynne Reid Banks). They then continued 

the narrative, depicting the reactions of Lesley, a young teenage girl, who had just been told that 

she must leave Canada to go and live in Israel, leaving her comfortable and familiar life behind. 
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Key stage 2 exercise 2  

Pupil C - Piece F: a formal letter 

Context: towards the end of year 6, pupils were asked to reflect on an issue about which they felt 

strongly. Having discussed mental health as a class, the pupil decided to write to the headteacher, 

expressing their opinion on homework. 

  


