
Reading Processes Across Subjects  



“I didn’t even order that book but the postman 

left it on the doorstep in the rain so now I am 

stuck with it”  

Idea 1: I don’t want the book 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Idea 2: I have to keep the book 

 

 

 

Why?  

Your knowledge 

goes here  

Books are ruined 

when wet 

 

Shops don’t allow the 

return of ruined 

merchandise 

D. Willingham. Teaching Content is Teaching Reading  
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Modelling the Reading Process 

The test was a breeze and I finished it in 20 minutes.  

I went home early.  

Breeze = windy? 

Breeze = easy?  

20 minutes 

quite quick. 

Probably easy  

Why did this 

person go 

home early?  

Link to the test 

being easy. Once 

you finish school 

you can leave 

exams once you 

have finished  

Tennent (2016)  Guiding Readers Layers of Meaning 



Disciplinary literacy –  

comprehending in different contexts  



Reading as a student of English: 
Use of 

formal 

address 

Use of 

parallel 

phrasing 

Use of 

emotive 

language  

Use of a tricolon 

to imply that he 

has considered 

a range of 

reasons 

Finishing with a 

religious reference 

implies a 

connection 

between his faith 

and his actions 



Reading as a student of History : 

Speech 

represents 

governments 

stated line on Iraq 

His speech 

also reflects 

popular 

attitudes and 

concerns of 

the time? 

Speech 

seems 

idealistic – 

was this 

really the 

attitude of all? 

Reliability of 

this 

information?  







Reading as a Historian  
Check for 

accuracy. 

Is this a reliable 

source?  

Why is he 

speaking 

English?  

Were there 8 year 

olds in Auschwitz? 

Check against 

background 

knowledge/ other 

sources 

Shared 

language? 

Shmuel is 

Polish and 

Bruno is 

German?  

Reviewing the original book, 

Rabbi Benjamin Blech wrote: 

"Note to the reader: There 

were no 9-year-old Jewish 

boys in Auschwitz – the 

Nazis immediately gassed 

those not old enough to 

work." 

But, according to the memoirs of 

several Auschwitz-Birkenau 

survivors, a few young children 

did live in the camp: "The oldest 

children were 16, and 52 were 

less than 8 years of age. 
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What are the reading practices for each 

discipline?  

Reading as a Reader 

• Contextualising meaning 

• Predicting 

• Inferring 

• Empathising with characters 

• Tracing a plot 

• Understanding symbolic meaning and 

figurative language 

• Identifying unusual language choices 

• Enjoying the emotional experience 

Reading as a Historian  

• Reading for detail 

• Checking for accuracy against previous 

knowledge  

• Identifying bias 

• Comparing to other sources 

• Critiquing reliability 

 

 

 

Reading as a Mathematician 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Reading as a Scientist  
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Reading as a Mathematician 

• Linking words to precise meanings 

and concepts 

• Checking for accuracy 

• Decoding symbolic notation 

• Understanding numbers as a rule 

based system 

• Looking for patterns and regularities 

Reading as a Scientist  

• Linking words to precise meanings 

and concepts 

• Checking thinking against prior 

knowledge/ hypotheses 

• Making predictions 

• Critiquing validity and reliability of 

results 



Reciprocal Reading Strategies 

Questioning Predicting Clarifying 

Summarising 
Feeling/ 

Empathising 



Reciprocal Reading Strategies 



Strategies for Reading as a Historian?  

Questioning Comparing Clarifying 

Summarising 
Identifying 

bias  



Think Alouds – Modelling the thinking behind 

the reading   



 

This can be effective as modelled or independent annotation when introducing a 

text in a pre-reading activity. Children can then bring the text to the guided 

reading session to unpick with the teacher. 



Reciprocal Reading Strategies 

Questioner 

 

• Why she saying this? 

• What does this mean? 

• How would this make 
Macbeth feel?    

Clarifier 

 

• I think that … 

• This word shows that .. 

• The meaning of this could 
be … 

 

Predictor 

 
• I think this word will make 

Macbeth feel …way 

• I think she says to make him … 

• Next, I think she will try to … 

 

Summarizer 

 

• Overall Lady Macbeth manipulates 
Macbeth … 

• In general she makes him feel  

• The audience  think that she is a 
….character because …. 



Reciprocal Reading in History 

Questioner 

 

• What questions do we need to 
ask of this text? 

• Which words don’t seem to fit? 

• Which words don’t we 
understand?  

Clarifier 

 

• This source tells us … 

• This/ these words could mean … 

 

Identifier of  Bias 

 

• This source is from the point of 
view of … 

• I can tell they think …because … 

Summarizer/ Evaluator? 

 

• Overall this source is intended to 
… 

• This is/ is not a useful source 
because 

 

 

 


