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Overview

This document contains...
Slides that could be used as part of a CPD sequence for teachers in school,
supporting understanding of reading in secondary schools

Points to consider when using this resource

The resources in this series are intended as a companion piece to the DfE’s series
of training videos and guidance Supporting all readers in secondary school,
providing additional detail. This resource expands on ideas shared in video 8,
Teaching reading comprehension and provides links to research.
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https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/supporting-all-readers-in-secondary-school
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=60dtdnaaPV4&list=PLXjcCX3hH9LUJ2rOfYcKkkUkH898128VQ&index=8
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Think-Alouds — modelling the thinking behind the reading

A think-aloud is a way of
capturing understanding of
text, articulating ideas,
guestions, clarification of
vocabulary, predictions while
reading. This modelling
approach supports children to
understand the thought
processes of a confident
reader.

Davey, B. (1983). Think Aloud:
Modeling the Cognitive Processes
of Reading

Comprehension. Journal of
Reading, 27(1), 44-47
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General Think Aloud Scenarios:

Teacher models think aloud; students listen.
Teacher thinks aloud; students assist.

Students think aloud as large group; teacher and other
students monitor and assist.

Students think aloud in small groups while teacher and other
students monitorand help.

Individual students think aloud in forum or Fishbowl: other
students help.

Students think aloud individually; compare with others.

Teacher or students think aloud orally, in writing, on an
overhead, with Post-it Notes, or in a journal; then share.

-Wilhelm, J. (2001). Improving comprehension with Think-Aloud Strategies.

New York: Scholastic.
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Annotations to show thought processes in a think-aloud

approach

Teachers should
demonstrate the
kind of disciplinary
thinking and
annotation that is
required for the
subject — students’
notes are often poor
and do not support
comprehension
unless this process
iIs modelled for them
by an expert.
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 This example

demonstrates the
think-aloud process
aimed at securing
initial understanding
using the pre-
released material
from an AQA
Geography GCSE
paper (2018). A
more subject
specific approach
would be even more
beneficial.

Accessed online
june-2018-paper-3-prerelease-
materials-aga-gcse-geo.pdf



https://cdn.savemyexams.com/uploads/2022/10/june-2018-paper-3-prerelease-materials-aqa-gcse-geo.pdf
https://cdn.savemyexams.com/uploads/2022/10/june-2018-paper-3-prerelease-materials-aqa-gcse-geo.pdf

HIAS OPEN RESOURCE

A think-aloud
annotation approach
can also reveal to the
teacher the
misconceptions held
by the student.

This example includes
the commentary made
by a group of secondary
school literacy leaders
when asked to think-
aloud around a maths
problem aimed at Year 6

pupils.

Explicit modelling of a
maths-specific approach
to thinking about a
problem-solving
guestion is clearly
needed here!
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Modelling inferences

Inferential reading is a complex process and involves bringing in background knowledge and
knowledge of the world as well as making connections between pieces of information within the
text.

Inference-making is at the heart of making meaning and is an area where struggling readers often
find the most difficulty, meaning that their understanding of a text is limited.

Inference questions on the KS2 reading paper tend to include some of the most challenging

guestions and this domain of reading often appears as an area of struggle for those pupils who
have not met or who have just met the expected standard in reading.

Emphasising inference and deep understanding in reading of any text is therefore key to
developing comprehension at KS3 across all subjects.

Teachers can effectively model the inference-making process through think-aloud modelling.
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Inference sums: additional scaffolds to support students In

making inferences

Henry Mayhew (1812-1887) was a leading social reformer who investigated
prisons and the lives of the poor in the nineteenth century.

Henry Mayhew visits a prison

The next moment a stream of some dozen or two
prisoners poured from the cells, carrying their
coats on their arms, and drew themselves up in
two files across the centre corridor. Then we
heard the warder cry, "Cleaners, face! - Cooks,
face! - Bakers, face!" whereupon the men
wheeled round with almost military precision, and
retired, some to wash the entrance passages and
offices, others to help in the kitchen, and others in
the bakehouse.
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HIAS English Team

Please contact Joanna Kenyon Joanna.Kenyon@hants.gov.uk for support with secondary reading, whole school literacy and English.

For further details on the full range of services available please contact us using the following email: htlcdev@hants.gov.uk

Upcoming Courses

Keep up-to-date with our learning opportunities for each subject through our Upcoming Course pages linked below. To browse the full catalogue of learning
offers, visit our new Learning Zone. Full details of how to access the site to make a booking are provided here.

English
Maths

Science
Geography
RE

History
Leadership

Computing
Art

D&T
Assessment
Support Staff
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mailto:Joanna.Kenyon@hants.gov.uk
mailto:htlcdev@hants.gov.uk
https://hias-moodle.mylearningapp.com/mod/page/view.php?id=481
https://english.hias.hants.gov.uk/course/view.php?id=740
https://maths.hias.hants.gov.uk/course/view.php?id=218
https://science.hias.hants.gov.uk/course/view.php?id=155
https://geography.hias.hants.gov.uk/course/view.php?id=159
https://re.hias.hants.gov.uk/course/view.php?id=118
https://history.hias.hants.gov.uk/course/view.php?id=91
https://leadership.hias.hants.gov.uk/course/view.php?id=144
https://computing.hias.hants.gov.uk/course/view.php?id=43
https://art.hias.hants.gov.uk/course/view.php?id=35
https://designandtechnology.hias.hants.gov.uk/course/view.php?id=36
https://assessment.hias.hants.gov.uk/course/view.php?id=20
https://hias-moodle.mylearningapp.com/course/view.php?id=223
https://sen.hias.hants.gov.uk/course/view.php?id=5
https://hias-moodle.mylearningapp.com/course/view.php?id=176
https://languages.hias.hants.gov.uk/course/view.php?id=3
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Terms and conditions

Terms of use

This file is for personal or classroom use only. By using it, you agree that you will not copy or reproduce this file except for your own personal, non-
commercial use. HIAS have the right to modify the terms of this agreement at any time; the modification will be effective immediately and shall replace all
prior agreements.

You are welcome to:

» download this resource

» save this resource on your computer

* print as many copies as you would like to use in your school

« amend this electronic resource so long as you acknowledge its source and do not share as your own work.

You may not:

 claim this resource as your own

+ sell or in any way profit from this resource

+ store or distribute this resource on any other website or another location where others are able to electronically retrieve it
« email this resource to anyone outside your school or transmit it in any other fashion.
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