
Language 
Assessment 
Objectives  



Literature  Assessment Objectives  



Component Skills in GCSE Assessment Objective 1 

Skill: 
Understanding 
what a text is 
about 
(foundation 
skill for all AOs)  

Skill: 
Being able to pick out 
relevant information 
in response to a 
question 

Skill: 
Being able to read 
between the lines 
and infer the implicit 
information in a text 

Skill: 
Being able to pick 
out parts of a text 
that relate to a 
particular idea 

Skill: 
Being able to 
understand the 
key message of 
a text – what 
the writer is 
trying to say 

Skill: 
Being able to 
communicate 
the gist of a 
text in your 
own words 

Skill: 
Being able to 
bring the 
information 
from separate 
texts together 

Skill: 
Being able to 
identify key 
quotations in 
response to a 
focus or question 



Component Skills in GCSE Assessment Objective 2 

Skill: 
Understanding 
what a text is 
about 
(foundation 
skill for all 
Reading AOs)  

Skill: 
Being able to explain 
what a writer is trying 
to communicate 

Skill: 
Being able to 
communicate your 
own interpretation 
or response to a text  

Skill: 
Being able to pick out 
words/ phrases/ 
language features 
and analyse  why 
these have been used 

Skill: 
Knowing the subject 
terminology for 
different language/ 
structural features 
and being able to 
use these in my 
own writing 

Skill: 
Being able to 
understand 
how words/ 
structure can 
be chosen and 
used for effect 

Skill: 
Understand the 
different structural 
elements of a text  
and be able to 
analyse why these 
have been used 

Skill: 
Being able to 
understand how a 
reader is affected 
by different forms 
of language/ 
structure 



Component Skills in GCSE Assessment Objective 3 

Skill: 
Understanding 
what a text is 
about 
(foundation 
skill for all 
Reading AOs)  

Skill: 
Being able to 
understand the ideas 
that a writer is trying 
to communicate 

Skill: 
Being able to 
understand the 
opinions that a 
writer has on a 
particular issue 

Skill: 
Being able to 
compare how the 
ideas and opinions 
are similar/ 
different between 
different texts  

Skill: 
Being able to 
identify the 
different methods 
a writer has used 
to get his/her 
point across 

Skill: 
Being able to 
compare how 
these different 
methods are used 
in different texts  



Component Skills in GCSE Assessment Objective 4 

Skill: 
Understanding 
what a text is 
about 
(foundation 
skill for all 
Reading AOs)  

Skill: 
Being able to 
understand the ideas 
that a writer is trying 
to communicate 

Skill: 
Being able to 
understand how a 
reader is affected by 
different writer’s 
methods and that this 
may be different to 
my own response 

Skill: 
Being able to 
identify the 
different methods 
a writer has used 
to get his/her 
point across 

Skill: 
Being able to 
identify key 
quotations in 
response to a 
focus or question 

Skill: 
Being able to 
communicate your 
own interpretation 
or response to a text  

Skill: 
Being able to pick 
out parts of a text 
that relate to a 
particular idea 

Skill: Being able 
to construct a 
written critical 
answer that 
includes 
quotations  



Component Skills in GCSE Assessment Objective 5 

Skill: 
Having ideas to 
communicate 
(foundation for 
all writing AOs) 

Skill: 
Knowing how to 
communicate 
appropriate ideas for 
the purpose and 
context  

Skill: 
Range of vocabulary 
to choose from. 

Skill: 
Knowledge of a 
range of sentence 
structures and 
being able to 
choose between 
them  

Skill: 
Wide ranging 
experience of 
different text 
types  

Skill: 
Being able to 
sequence 
ideas. 
Paragraphing 

Skill: 
Knowledge of 
grammatical 
features  

Skill: 
Construction of 
text cohesion. 
Use of pronouns, 
internal 
reference, 
development of 
argument 



Component Skills in GCSE Assessment Objective 6 

Skill: 
Having ideas to 
communicate 
(foundation for 
all writing AOs) 

Skill: 
Knowing how to 
communicate 
appropriate ideas for 
the purpose and 
context  

Skill: 
Range of vocabulary 
to choose from. 

Skill: 
Knowledge of a 
range of sentence 
structures and 
being able to 
choose between 
them  

Skill: 
Wide ranging 
experience of 
different text 
types  

Skill: 
Being able to 
spell accurately  

Skill: 
Knowledge of 
grammatical 
features  

Skill: 
Knowledge of the 
effect of different 
punctuation/ 
words/ sentence 
structures on the 
reader  


