
 

 
hants.gov.uk 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

HIAS MOODLE OPEN RESOURCE 

Building strong sentences  
 

A whole-school approach to teaching  
sentence structure 

HIAS English Team 

Autumn 2025 

Final version 

 

© Hampshire County Council 



Building strong sentences – a whole school approach to teaching sentence structure  1 
© Hampshire County Council 2025 

Overview 
 
This document contains… 
Guidance on approaches to developing sentence structure over time, maintaining 
consistency across the school. 
 
Points to consider when using this resource 
When using any of the strategies in this guidance, ensure that they are used consistently 
across each year group so that pupils are supported by using familiar scaffolds as they move 
through the school. 
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Building Strong Sentences: A Whole-School 

Approach to Teaching Sentence Structure 

Across our work with schools, a consistent message is emerging: when pupils are taught to 
understand and control sentence structure, the quality, accuracy and confidence of their 
writing improves significantly. As a team, we are supporting schools to develop a whole-
school approach to teaching sentences across the primary phase, ensuring progression, 
consistency and clarity from Reception to Year 6. 
 

A common approach 
 

A shared approach to sentence teaching ensures that teachers across year groups use 
common language, models and expectations, allowing pupils to secure fundamental 
structures before moving on to more complex ones. 
At the heart of this approach is a focus on accuracy first. Pupils are explicitly taught the 
structure of sentences before being asked to add detail or stylistic features. This prevents 
cognitive overload and helps pupils gain confidence in writing that is both grammatically 
correct and purposeful. 
 

The concept of the base sentence 
 

From the earliest stages, pupils are introduced to the idea of a base sentence. A base 
sentence is stripped back to its essential structure so that pupils can focus on: 

• Having a complete sentence 

• Clear subject and verb agreement 

• Accurate punctuation 
 
For example, pupils learn that all sentences need a subject and a verb before adding 
anything else. In KS1, this may be as simple as “Max sailed.” Once pupils are secure in 
constructing accurate base sentences, they are taught how to extend them with additional 
detail such as adjectives, adverbs, expanded noun phrases or adverbial phrases. 
 

Crucially, teachers are encouraged to check the accuracy of the base sentence every time 
new learning is introduced. If the core structure is not secure, additional detail will not 
improve the sentence. 
 
Introducing sentence types: simple, compound and complex 

Sentence progression is carefully mapped across the primary phase. 

• Simple sentences are introduced first, focusing on subject + verb, and later subject + 
verb + object. Pupils then extend these with adjectives and expanded noun phrases 
once the structure is secure. 
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• Compound sentences are introduced next, showing how two main clauses can be 
joined using co-ordinating conjunctions such as and, but and or. Pupils are taught to 
recognise that each clause must make sense on its own. 

 

 

• Complex sentences build on this understanding, introducing subordinate clauses 
using subordinating conjunctions such as because, when, if, and although. Pupils 
learn how punctuation changes depending on the position of the subordinate clause. 

 

 

Throughout, teachers model sentences explicitly, often orally first, and use visual scaffolds 
and images to support understanding. 
 

 
Progression from KS1 into KS2 
 

As pupils move into Key Stage 2, the same principles remain in place: base sentence first, 
accuracy checked, then extension. 
 

In Lower Key Stage 2, pupils are introduced to: 

• adverbial phrases that express time, place and cause 

• fronted adverbials, initially within simple sentences 
 
Models demonstrate how a fronted adverbial is added to an already secure main clause, 
rather than constructed simultaneously. Pupils learn that: 

• the main clause must still make sense on its own 
• a comma is required after the fronted adverbial 
• sentence meaning and clarity remain the priority 

 
As confidence grows, fronted adverbials are applied to compound and complex sentences, 
always building on secure sentence structures rather than replacing them. 
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Upper Key Stage 2: refining and shaping meaning 
 

In Upper Key Stage 2, pupils are supported to manipulate sentences more deliberately for 
effect, while still grounding their writing in accurate structures. 
 
The models introduce: 

• relative clauses to add extra information, with clear teaching around punctuation and 
the idea that the main clause is interrupted but still complete 

• the use of semi-colons to link closely related main clauses, reinforcing pupils’ 
understanding of compound sentence structures 

• colons to mark clause boundaries where the second clause explains or expands on 
the first 

 
Rather than being taught as isolated punctuation skills, these features are framed as tools to 
shape meaning and cohesion, built on pupils’ understanding of clauses developed earlier in 
the school. 
 
Supporting teachers and schools 
 

Our models outline clear progression from KS1 through to UKS2, providing concrete 
examples, sentence models and images that can be used directly in the classroom. As a 
team, we support schools to: 
 

• develop shared language around sentence structure 

• align planning and modelling across year groups 

• identify gaps in pupils’ understanding of sentences, not just vocabulary 

• build staff confidence in explicitly teaching grammar within writing 
 
By embedding a consistent approach to sentence teaching, schools are enabling pupils to 
write with greater independence, clarity and control. Accuracy is not treated as a barrier to 
creativity, but as the foundation that allows creativity to flourish. 
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HIAS English team 
 
The HIAS English team offer a wide range of high-quality services to support schools in 
improving outcomes for learners, including courses, bespoke consultancy and in-house 
training.  

For further details referring to English, please contact:  

- Emma Tarrant: emma.tarrant@hants.gov.uk  
- Jo Kenyon (secondary): joanna.kenyon@hants.gov.uk  

 
For further details on the full range of services available please contact us using the following 
email: 
 

hias.publications@hants.gov.uk  
 
 
 

Upcoming Courses 
 
Keep up-to-date with our learning opportunities for each subject through our Upcoming 
Course pages linked below. To browse the full catalogue of learning offers, visit our new 
Learning Zone. Full details of how to access the site to make a booking are provided here. 
 

• English 

• Maths 

• Science 

• Geography 

• RE 

• History 

• Leadership 

• Computing 

• Art 

• D&T 

• Assessment 

• Support Staff 

• SEN 

• TED 

• MFL 

  

mailto:emma.tarrant@hants.gov.uk
mailto:joanna.kenyon@hants.gov.uk
mailto:hias.publications@hants.gov.uk
https://hias-moodle.mylearningapp.com/mod/page/view.php?id=481
https://english.hias.hants.gov.uk/course/view.php?id=740
https://maths.hias.hants.gov.uk/course/view.php?id=218
https://science.hias.hants.gov.uk/course/view.php?id=155
https://geography.hias.hants.gov.uk/course/view.php?id=159
https://re.hias.hants.gov.uk/course/view.php?id=118
https://history.hias.hants.gov.uk/course/view.php?id=91
https://leadership.hias.hants.gov.uk/course/view.php?id=144
https://computing.hias.hants.gov.uk/course/view.php?id=43
https://art.hias.hants.gov.uk/course/view.php?id=35
https://designandtechnology.hias.hants.gov.uk/course/view.php?id=36
https://assessment.hias.hants.gov.uk/course/view.php?id=20
https://hias-moodle.mylearningapp.com/course/view.php?id=223
https://hias-moodle.mylearningapp.com/course/view.php?id=223
https://sen.hias.hants.gov.uk/course/view.php?id=5
https://hias-moodle.mylearningapp.com/course/view.php?id=176
https://hias-moodle.mylearningapp.com/course/view.php?id=176
https://languages.hias.hants.gov.uk/course/view.php?id=3
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Terms and conditions 
 

Terms of licence 
 
This resource is intended solely for personal or classroom use. By using it, you agree that 
you will not copy or reproduce this file except for your own personal, non-commercial use. 
 
This document/file must be used and shared in its original form. The use of artificial 
intelligence (AI) tools (eg Copilot, Gemini, Chat GPT etc) or automated systems to alter, 
rewrite, translate, or otherwise modify its content is strictly prohibited without prior written 
permission from the original author(s) or publisher. Unauthorised use of AI in this way may 
result in misrepresentation, loss of context, or breach of intellectual property rights, and may 
lead to corrective or legal action. 
 
HIAS reserves the right to modify these terms at any time. Any changes will take immediate 
effect and supersede all previous agreements. 
 

 
You are welcome to: 

• download this resource 

• save this resource on your computer 

• print as many copies as you would like to use in your school 

• amend this electronic resource so long as you acknowledge its source and do not 
share as your own work. 
 

You may not: 

• claim this resource as your own 

• sell or in any way profit from this resource 

• store or distribute this resource on any other website or another location where 
others are able to electronically retrieve it 

• email this resource to anyone outside your school or transmit it in any other 
fashion. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


