	Domain 
	Activity

	Comprehension 
	Respond and explain
	1. Imagine you could interview the author – which questions would you ask them based on what you have read? 

For example - Can you explain…? How would you…? What do you think…? What if…? How would you improve/change…?

	
	
	2. Write a letter to the author of your book – say what you like or dislike about the book. Tell the author the effect they have had on you as a reader.

	
	
	3. Write a review of the book that will be published in the school library. In the review comment on the writer’s purpose and viewpoint. Think about how the use of language affects the reader. Make connections to other books you have read and your own experiences. 

	
	Select and retrieve
	4. Write a mid-line  acrostic poem about one of the main characters using evidence from the text e.g.
Her friend is Michael 
                      BIrds fascinate her
      She does Not go to school 
                          She learns in A different way  

	
	
	5. Create fact boxes about the author and his or her style, finding examples from the text.

	
	
	6. Can you find examples of figurative language in your book? Make a list. Explain the effect of the author’s language choices. For example -“Blank daylight hit them like a hammer blow.” To show how much of a shock it was to come out of the dark jungle into daylight.

	
	
	7. Collect words based around a particular topic. For example, collect ‘weapon words’ from Beowulf. Use scanning to locate the words and collect them around an illustration.

	
	
	8. Make a list of nouns and verbs that the author has used from an extract of text. Use them to inspire a kenning poem using the ‘er’ suffix e.g:
Cake maker

Code breaker 

Storm rider

Challenge taker

	
	Monitor and summarise 
	9. Design a new blurb for the back cover of the book. Select information from different parts of the book & use direct quotes.

	
	
	10. Complete a ‘Read Aloud, Think Aloud’ which shows the reading strategies that you are using to understand the text,  and record any questions that you have about the meaning of what you have read.

	
	
	11. Retell an event from the story from another character’s point of view. For example, can you retell the events of the prince’s ball through the eyes of the fairy godmother in Cinderella? Use inference & deduction skills. 

	
	
	12. Write a diary entry in role as a character in your story after something interesting has happened, making comments based on inference & deduction from textual evidence.

	
	Clarify
	13. Raise questions to assess other children’s understanding of what they have read. 

a. What is …? When is …? Who was…?

b. Can you explain…? How would you …? What do you think …? What can you conclude ….? What if…? How would you improve/change…?

Share with a partner.

	
	
	14. Make a dictionary containing ten or more new or unfamiliar words from the book you have read, recording a definition. Create a calligram of some of the new vocabulary that you have come across in your book. 

	
	
	15. Make a Tiny Text based on what you have read, for a friend to read, and explain what you know about: the characters, themes, settings, events and author’s style. 

	Inference 
	16. Write a letter from yourself to a character in your book, making comments based on inference & deduction from textual evidence.


	
	17. Think about what a character might be thinking or feeling at different stages of the story. Record a list of feeling words and create a wordle for that character using the website your teacher has shown you. Add your wordle to your reading journal. 

	
	18. Continue the story after the end of the book. What might happen next? Write in the style of the author. Alternatively, write the first paragraph of the sequel to the text you have been reading.

	Themes and convention
	19. Take a moment in the story that you would like to change and rewrite it as a paragraph in the style of the author. Alternatively, think how this section would be written in a different genre. How would Harry Potter’s encounter with the basilisk be written in a science fiction text? 

	
	20. For a non-fiction book, make a list of the organisational features the author uses & why they use them.

	
	21. Read the first paragraphs of three books; explain how the stories hook you in at the beginning. List the words & phrases that you feel are effective in making you want to read on.

	Language for effect
	22. Make a list of the language features, style and conventions that the author uses. Find examples of these from the text and write down why you think this is effective. 

1. Repetition 

He screamed and screamed and screamed!
This tells me how upset the character was.
2. One word sentences
The lake lay before us. Silent. Still.

This emphasises the setting.


	
	23. List some of the words and phrases the author has used to create atmosphere/suspense & explain why you think each one is effective.

	
	24. Take an extract from the text that you are using to create a blackout poem. Select language and words that convey the mood and atmosphere of the book and black out all other words. 

	
	25. Make a semantic field of adjectives by blacking out all words except for adjectives. Share with a partner. What do you think the text is about? What does the text mean? How are the words related?

	
	26. Make a semantic field of nouns by blacking out all words except for nouns. Share with a partner. What do you think the text is about? What does the text mean? How are the words related? 
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