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Overview 
 
This document contains… 
All learning journeys in this collection are based on the HIAS English team’s three phase approach to writing outcomes from a rich literary 
driver. The three phases are:  
  

• stimulate and generate 

• capture, sift and sort  

• create, refine, evaluate. 
 
Each learning journey builds the skills needed for children to be 
successful in their final sustained write with growing 
independence.  
Points to consider when using this resource 
  

• Teachers must adapt example plans to reflect AFL, prior 
learning, national curriculum requirements and the needs 
of individuals.  

 

• Site of application writes could be included where 
appropriate and when teachers are confident to plan for 
this. 
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Year 4 

Writing learning journey 

Outcome: create a class collection 

of howlers to be read aloud 

Purpose: to reprimand 

Audience: the characters in Harry 

Potter 

Form: an enchanted letter (a howler) 

Text driver 

 

Harry Potter and 

the Chamber of 

Secrets (Chapter 6) 

by J. K. Rowling 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Key spoken language statements 

Participate in discussions, presentations, performances, role play, 

improvisations and debates 

Key reading statements 

Prepare poems and play scripts to read aloud and to perform, showing 

understanding through intonation, tone, volume and action 

Key writing statements 

Discuss writing similar to that which they are planning to write in order to 

understand and learn from its structure, vocabulary and grammar 

Read aloud their own writing, to a group or the whole class, using 

appropriate intonation and controlling the tone and volume so that the 

meaning is clear 

Use the present perfect form of verbs in contrast to the past tense 

Draft and write by composing and rehearsing sentences orally 

Evaluate and edit by assessing the effectiveness of their own and others’ 

writing and suggesting improvements 

Increase the legibility, consistency and quality of their handwriting 

 

 

 

 

Experience:  

Watch the film clip of when Ronald 

Weasley receives a howler from his 

mother: 

Howler Film Clip 

Overview of Learning Journey:  Harry Potter and the Chamber of Secrets 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fBziSx7RtqY
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Stimulate and generate Notes - possible adaptations to 

meet the needs of your class 
1) I can read aloud to a group or the whole class, using appropriate intonation and 

controlling the tone and volume so that the meaning is clear 

Read Chapter 6 from The Chamber of Secrets, focusing on when the character of Ron Weasley 

receives the enchanted letter from his mother reprimanding him for stealing a car. Discuss how 

Ron feels and the reaction of his peers. Discuss the tone of voice and how this is conveyed in 

the letter. Does an audio letter have greater impact than a written letter? 

Provide a written copy of the letter. Ask the children to text mark the letter for expression and 

fluency and to practise reading aloud to convey Mrs Weasley’s anger and disappointment. 

Share their prepared readings with each other. 

2) I can participate in improvisations, role play and performance 

Use drama and role play to re-enact possible scenarios which might prompt a letter, eg: 

• failing the potions test 

• breaking their wand 

• losing their owl 

• missing the train home 

• getting lost on a school trip. 

Children to work in pairs or small groups to imagine the possible events leading up to the 

misdemeanour and how this might cause upset, anger or disappointment to a parent/teacher. 

Discuss what the response might be when it is found out, the tone of voice of the adult and the 

possible punishments they might receive. Make notes or even write a supporting script to 

support their mini role plays. 

Re-create the scene when the character in role receives a howler, detailing the misdemeanour 

committed and the consequences for their actions. 
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Provide supporting sentence openers and key phrases that the children could incorporate into 

their performances: 

• HOW DARE YOU? 

• WHAT ON EARTH WERE YOU THINKING? 

• THIS IS SIMPLY NOT ACCEPTABLE! 

• I CAN’T TELL YOU HOW DISAPPOINTED I AM… 

• DON’T YOU EVER… 

• DID YOU NOT REALISE… 

• YOUR FATHER/MOTHER WILL BE… 

• JUST YOU WAIT TIL… 

• NEVER…. 

 

3) Site of application write 

Write an invitation in the form of an enchanted audio letter. Explore this different form of letter 

writing. You could use an imagined scenario, or an event linked to the context, for example 

inviting family members to a quidditch match. 
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Capture, sift and sort Notes - possible adaptations to 

meet the needs of your class 
4) I can discuss writing similar to that which they are planning to write in order to 

understand and learn from its structure, vocabulary and grammar 

Share, discuss and identify the differences between a formal and an informal letter. Share a 

couple of examples of each. Discuss, identify and annotate through text-marking some of 

the language features and key differences. 

 

5) LO: I can use the present perfect form of verbs in contrast to the past tense 

Explain that their howlers will be written in the present perfect tense as this suggests that the 

child is still in trouble and the issues are ongoing. 

I have been going out of my mind! 

Your actions have caused me sleepless nights! 

Your father has been worried sick! 

Explain and model the difference between the present perfect form of the verb and the past 

tense. Ask the children to compose sentences in the present perfect form in context. 

6) Apprentice write 

Receive a class howler from the teacher reprimanding them for something relatable, eg their 

homework wasn’t handed in, they’ve been too noisy in class, unleashing the school pet! Ask the 

children to carefully compose their response, either refuting the accusations or apologising for 

their actions. Provide an example of What A Good One Looks Like (WAGOLL) or two for the 

children to refer to as inspiration and a model. Within this response, consider carefully the level 

of formality required by the situation and use the present perfect tense.  
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Create, refine, evaluate Notes - possible adaptations to 

meet the needs of your class 
7) I can draft and write by composing and rehearsing sentences orally 

Select three different scenarios where Ron, Harry or Hermione has been in trouble. This could 

be a real example from the text/series of texts, or children could imagine one. Ask them to plan 

and draft three different short howler entries, clearly conveying Mrs Weasley’s tone of voice and 

feelings as a result of their actions. This could be carried out over more than one lesson. Allow 

regular opportunities to read aloud and to check the verb tenses are consistently accurate. 

 

8) I can evaluate and edit by assessing the effectiveness of my own and others’ writing 

and suggesting improvements 

Respond to marking and feedback.  

Proof-read and make any necessary or identified improvements. The children share their letters 

by reading aloud to a partner. Partner should critique and support their writing through peer 

feedback and evaluation. 

 

9) I can increase the legibility, consistency and quality of handwriting  

Once edited, publish their final chosen letter, carefully considering layout and presentation. 

Follow instructions on how to make a howler to support the publication and presentation of final 

outcomes. Children could even use calligraphy pens and script, and include a wax seal and 

ribbon on the envelope. 
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HIAS English Team 

The HIAS English team offer a wide range of high-quality services to support schools in improving outcomes for learners, including 
courses, bespoke consultancy and in-house training.  
 
For further details referring to English, please contact Emma.tarrant@hants.gov.uk  
 
For further details on the full range of services available please contact us using the following email htlcdev@hants.gov.uk  
 
 
 

Upcoming Courses 
 
Keep up-to-date with our learning opportunities for each subject through our Upcoming Course pages linked below. To browse the full 
catalogue of learning offers, visit our new Learning Zone. Full details of how to access the site to make a booking are provided here. 
 

• English 

• Maths 

• Science 

• Geography 

• RE 

• History 

• Leadership 

• Computing 

• Art 

• D&T 

• Assessment 

• Support Staff 

• SEN 

• TED 

• MFL 

mailto:Emma.tarrant@hants.gov.uk
mailto:htlcdev@hants.gov.uk
https://hias-moodle.mylearningapp.com/mod/page/view.php?id=481
https://english.hias.hants.gov.uk/course/view.php?id=740
https://maths.hias.hants.gov.uk/course/view.php?id=218
https://science.hias.hants.gov.uk/course/view.php?id=155
https://geography.hias.hants.gov.uk/course/view.php?id=159
https://re.hias.hants.gov.uk/course/view.php?id=118
https://history.hias.hants.gov.uk/course/view.php?id=91
https://leadership.hias.hants.gov.uk/course/view.php?id=144
https://computing.hias.hants.gov.uk/course/view.php?id=43
https://art.hias.hants.gov.uk/course/view.php?id=35
https://designandtechnology.hias.hants.gov.uk/course/view.php?id=36
https://assessment.hias.hants.gov.uk/course/view.php?id=20
https://hias-moodle.mylearningapp.com/course/view.php?id=82
https://sen.hias.hants.gov.uk/course/view.php?id=5
https://hias-moodle.mylearningapp.com/course/view.php?id=176
https://hias-moodle.mylearningapp.com/course/view.php?id=176
https://languages.hias.hants.gov.uk/course/view.php?id=3
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Terms and conditions 
 

Terms of licence 
Moodle+ subscribers are licenced to access and use this resource and have agreed to pay the annual subscription fee. This authority 

starts when the fee is paid and ends when the subscription period expired unless it is renewed. This file is for personal or classroom use 

only. By using it, you agree that you will not copy or reproduce this file except for your own personal, non-commercial use. HIAS have the 

right to modify the terms of this agreement at any time; the modification will be effective immediately and shall replace all prior agreements.  

 

You are welcome to: 

• download this resource 

• save this resource on your computer 

• print as many copies as you would like to use in your school 

• amend this electronic resource so long as you acknowledge its source and do not share as your own work. 
 

You may not: 

• claim this resource as your own 

• sell or in any way profit from this resource 

• store or distribute this resource on any other website or another location where others are able to electronically retrieve it 

• email this resource to anyone outside your school or transmit it in any other fashion. 
 
 

 

 

 

  


