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Key stage 2 English writing standardisation exercise 3 
 

For this standardisation exercise, you should assume that following the discussion with the teacher 

during the moderation, you are satisfied that the writing is independent, including the use of any 

source material, and any edits are the pupil’s own. 

Where handwriting seems inconsistent, you should base your judgement on the strongest piece and 

assume that this is validated by further evidence in the pupil’s books. 

Where there is no evidence of correct spelling of words from the statutory word lists in the pupil’s 

independent writing, you should assume that the teacher has provided evidence in the form of 

spelling tests or writing from across the curriculum. 

This exercise does not contain any collections from pupils deemed to have a particular 

weakness. 

All assessments should be made using the Teacher assessment frameworks at the end of key 

stage 2: English writing – working towards the expected standard, working at the expected standard 

or working at greater depth. You should not assume that the exercise includes one collection from 

each of the standards. Each collection should be judged individually. 

 

Pupil A  

 
This collection includes: 

A) an owner’s guide 

B) a biography 

C) a story 

D) a leaflet 

E) a missing chapter 

 

 

 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/740343/2018-19_teacher_assessment_frameworks_at_the_end_of_key_stage_1_WEBHO.pdf
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Key stage 2 exercise 3 

Pupil A –  Piece A: an owner’s guide 

Context: as part of their exploration of the class novel, Clockwork (Philip Pullman), pupils were 

asked to create a user guide for the clockwork masterpiece that the main character, Karl, would 

have found alongside the clockwork knight. The guide was intended for Karl’s eyes only. 
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Key stage 2 exercise 3 

Pupil A – Piece B: a biography 

Context: following the reading of Shackleton’s Journey (William Grill) and cross-curricular work on 

the polar regions, the class was asked to research the early life of Shackleton and combine this with 

the key events from Grill’s picture book, prior to writing a biography of the explorer that would 

appeal to young readers. 

 



 7 

 

 

  



 8 

 

 

  



 9 

 

Key stage 2 exercise 3 

Pupil A – Piece C: a story 

Context: as part of a two-week film unit on Alma, pupils explored a range of techniques to create 

setting and atmosphere, applying these to their written work. Pupils wrote their own versions of 

Alma, incorporating two different perspectives: that of the third-person narrator, and that of the doll 

in the shop window. 
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Key stage 2 exercise 3 

Pupil A – Piece D: a leaflet 

Context: during topic work on the polar regions, the class was asked to design their own cruise to the continent to be advertised in the travel section of a 

national newspaper. Pupils produced a promotional leaflet, which they presented over a colour photocopy of their own original artwork. 
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Key stage 2 exercise 3 

Pupil A – Piece E: a missing chapter 

Context: as part of a whole-class unit on Pig Heart Boy (Malorie Blackman), pupils were asked to 

write the chapter where Cameron returns to school following his pig heart transplant. The class 

discussed how Cameron’s peers might have reacted to his transplant and how dialogue could be 

integrated to show characterisation and help to advance the action.  
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Pupil B  

 
This collection includes: 

A) an information text on evolution 

B) a newspaper report 

C) an evaluative report on the ‘dolly’ shoe 

D) promotional material for a new toy  

E) a story involving a mythical beast 
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Key stage 2 exercise 3 

Pupil B – Piece A: an information text on evolution 

Context: This extract from a longer piece of work on evolution formed part of pupils’ science work on 

how things have changed over time. Pupils were asked to select their own area of interest and 

produce a piece that could be included in a year 6 class science journal.  
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Key stage 2 exercise 3  

Pupil B – Piece B: a newspaper report 

Context: This newspaper report was based on a real-life event in which surfer Matthew Bryce 

survived after 32 hours adrift at sea. Pupils read news articles and listened to an interview with 

Matthew, before writing an article for a daily newspaper. 
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Key stage 2 exercise 3  

Pupil B – Piece C: an evaluative report on the ‘dolly’ shoe 

Context: This report is an extract from a longer piece, which evaluated three types of shoe. Having 

revisited the features of non-chronological reports, pupils were asked to select an item that they 

might buy and evaluate its features and suitability for purpose. 
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Key stage 2 exercise 3 

Pupil B – Piece D: promotional material for a new toy 

Context: As part of a theme on product design, pupils were asked to produce their own ideas for an 

educational toy, and to write a promotional leaflet that would persuade parents to buy it. 
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Key stage 2 exercise 3  

Pupil B – Piece E: a story involving a mythical beast 

Context: As part of themed work on Norse mythology, pupils explored a range of stories and poetry 

and watched the short video, ‘The Saga of Biorn’, before writing their own version of the Viking 

warrior’s final battle with the savage wolf-like Fenrir. 

 

 

 

 

  



 26 

 

 

  



 27 

 

Pupil C  

 
This collection includes: 

A) a recipe 

B) a story opening 

C) a letter 

D) an information text 

E) an explanation text 
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Key stage 2 exercise 3  

Pupil C – Piece A: a recipe 

Context: as part of their topic on World War 1, the class learnt about rationing and life in the 

trenches. Having cooked Maconochie stew in design technology, they used their knowledge and 

experience to create a set of instructions on how to make the dish. Pupils selected information 

about the stew and its use during the war to include in the text.  
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Key stage 2 exercise 3  

Pupil C – Piece B: a story opening  

Context: as part of a poetry performance, pupils learnt and performed Jabberwocky (Lewis Carroll). 

To support their understanding of the poem, they wrote their own narrative version of the opening, 

choosing to adopt the point of view of either the protagonist or the Jabberwock.  
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Key stage 2 exercise 3  

Pupil C – Piece C: a letter 

Context: as part of a poetry performance, pupils read, learnt and performed Jabberwocky (Lewis 

Carroll). They debated whether the Jabberwock should have been slain, before writing a letter to the 

protagonist, urging him to reconsider his actions.  
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Key stage 2 exercise 3  

Pupil C – Piece D: an information text 

Context: having read The Land of Neverbelieve (Norman Messenger), pupils created models of their 

own fantastical landscapes. They acted out a journey through their imaginary land and then used 

their ideas to write an information text. 
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Key stage 2 exercise 3  

Pupil C – Piece E: an explanation text 

Context: as part of their history topic, pupils learnt about the causes of World War 2. They used their 

knowledge to write an explanation text, choosing, as a class, the main causes they wanted to 

explore. Following the initial draft, pupils edited and then typed their work. 


