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Training Overview

Session 1: ‘Stimulate & Generate’ 
30.9.22: 9am – 12pm
• Exploration of and practical approaches to developing talk and spoken language to 

support writing; vocabulary development techniques; drama, role-play and oral 
rehearsal; effective ‘hooks’ and writing stimulus, clarity of audience, purpose, form and 
viewpoint.

Session 2: ‘Capture, Sift & Sort’
14.10.22: 9am – 12pm
• Exploration of and practical approaches to pupil planning techniques; teaching grammar 

and punctuation in context; effective task design; modelled, guided and shared writing

Session 3: ‘Create, Refine, Evaluate’ 
11.11.22: 9am – 12pm

• Exploration of and practical approaches to writing composition; proof-reading, 
editing and evaluation

Session 4: 

9.12.22: 9am – 12pm

• Planning, sharing of outcomes, effective task design and variation, 
reflection & review



Building writers’ behaviours and skills

The HIAS 3 stage process of planning



Learning Journey Overview



Learning Journey Overview -MTP



Short-Term Planning



HIAS Learning Journeys 



Purpose
persuade/ inform/ 
entertain/ advise/ 

compare

Form

letter/ leaflet/ 
speech/ advert

Viewpoint
bias / jealous/ 
sympathetic

Audience
Book character/ 
parent/villagers/ 
Head Teacher/a 
friend/ younger 

children

One or more of 

these factors is 

sometimes ‘a given’. 

Learners need to 

practice working 

with the ‘givens’ and 

to make choices 

about the other 

factors.

All writing involves the interplay between purpose, 

audience, form and viewpoint



Effective Task Design (A,P,F,V)

Describe the setting…

Through the eyes of…

Who feels….

From a particular physical vantage point

For someone….who feels/thinks….

In the form of…

In the voice of…



“A book is always a route 

into quality writing: a route 

in but also a route out, as it 

exemplifies the destination 

you and your class of 

developing writers are 

heading for. You are the 

guide and you are the 

navigator, and the children 

are the explorers of 

language, both as readers 

and writers”.
Liz Chamberlain, ‘Inspiring 

Writing’, 2016

TEXTS THAT TEACH



Once Upon A Picture - using images to unlock literacy. 

Use pictures to teach comprehension, to spark a 

conversation, as a writing or grammar stimulus

https://www.onceuponapicture.co.uk

Lovereading 4 Kids News reviews and free extracts 

on the best children's books.

http://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk

Pupils are engaged by video stimulus to produce 

projects covering a range of writing genres & outcomes

https://ataleunfolds.co.uk/

One picture. One teaching resource. Every day.

http://www.pobble365.com

Websites for writing prompts

The CLPE – Power of pictures – using illustrations and 

art as a stimulus for writing, free teaching sequences, 

resources, research and approaches

https://www.clpe.org.uk/powerofpictures/about-power-

pictures

https://www.onceuponapicture.co.uk/
http://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/
https://ataleunfolds.co.uk/
http://www.pobble365.com/
https://www.clpe.org.uk/powerofpictures/about-power-pictures


Planning more than one learning journey 

from the same text driver

Keep reading and progressing through the text

Rich text 

stimulus e.g. 

novel

Approximately 2 weeks

Character descriptions

Approximately 2 weeks

Newspaper article

Approximately 2 weeks

Persuasive letter



Stimulate & Generate



Words on the 

Page

• Handwriting

• Spelling

• Punctuation

• Vocabulary

• Text structure

• Sentence 

construction

• Cohesion

What have I done?

Where have I been?

What have I heard?

What have I read?

What have I thought?

What have I imagined?

What makes me 

laugh?

What makes me sad?

What makes me 

happy?

Looking

Listening

Noticing

Playing

Making

Feeling

Thinking

Reflecting

First-hand 

experience

Experience of 

Literature

Imagined 

experience

Time and 

space to 

reflect
©‘Creating Writers in the Primary Classroom’



To ‘hook’ and 

engage the 

children into the 

literary driver

Why spend quality learning time spent on ‘Stimulate and Generate’?

To ensure all children are ‘on 

the bus’ i.e. what pre 

teaching might some children 

need? 

Reading as a 

Reader: To develop 

empathy with the 

characters/ events/ 

topic

Stimulate 

vocabulary needed 

to enhance the final 

write – ‘warming up 

the words’.

Spoken Language: 

discussion based activities, 

drama, role play, oracy 

opportunities to engage with 

or in response to the text-

driver



Ways in to the text…..

• Tiny Texts

• Bag of words

• Slow Reveal

• Going Deeper with Image…

• Literature Circle– gathering initial responses

• Inference Icebergs & sums

• Role on The Wall

Reading as a Reader



Tiny Texts



Little Billy

ventured

forest

fearsome

beware

trees

smoke

ran

beast

window

trespasser

Extraordinary

peculiar
bonnet

branches

thousands

birds

swan
wondrous

secret

magical

galloping

climbing

Links, 

connections, 

associations?

Who, 

what, 

where, 

when?

Themes, 

ideas?

Bag of Words

Clues? 

Predictions?



Going Deeper with Image

…makes the 

reader feel ….

…represent 

…

…suggest ….

…symbolise …

…could….

…might ….

…maybe …

…seem as 

if….

Use the given vocabulary as a 
thinking frame to structure 
questions, discussions and 
thoughts about the focus image. 
Teacher to model the use of the 
language within sentences, e.g. 
the way the man in the long 
coat is paused to look up, 
suggests fear or concern over 
the shadows overhead.



….could….

….maybe…

…might…

…probably…

….possibly…

.

…perhaps…

All the animals 

have come inside 

to get out of the 

cold. What 

should Percy do?



Literature 

Circle

Questions & 

puzzles?

Illustrate/

visualise
Likes & 

dislikes

Memorable 

words and 

phrases
predictions

characters

Literature Circle



The Literature Circle:
Use a literature circle to explore the text more deeply
Using a range of approaches. 

• The Illustrating Team
• The Summarising Team
• The Word Explorer Team
• The Character Profiler 
• The Discussion Director

Children could work individually, in pairs or 
small groups. It works well when children 
get to experience all the job rolls and share 
findings with each other. This task could be 
used as a whole-class carousel, where 
children move to each job and record their 
findings and discussions on large sheets of 
paper.





“Little Billy, what are you up to

In there?”

And Little Billy would always call

Back, “I’m being good, Mummy.”

But Little Billy was awfully tired of

being good.

Little Billy glanced back quickly over his 

shoulder, and now, in the distance, he saw a 

sight that froze his blood and made 

Icicles in his veins.

• Naughty

• Bored

• Mischievous

• Terrified

• Running away

• In a hurry

• Being chased

Local Inference





Task: Inference Sums
Helping children to piece together clues from the text 
in order to infer deeper meaning

Identify moments in the text where there is 
opportunity to read deeper meaning, piece 
the clues together to make an inference.

Provide the inference in the final box and 
ask the children to hunt for the clues in the 
text that led to that inference. Sums can be 
of different length and the complexity of the 
text can also be varied.



Role on the Wall

Role on the Wall

What can 

you infer from the 

text?

Find quotes about the character from the  text

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRxqFQoTCI6GpoTgqMgCFcO_FAodLzsKPw&url=https://www.pinterest.com/msmthompson/grade-5/&psig=AFQjCNE65Zey1iymCQHWFiqFpmK4nVuxYg&ust=1444045789518839
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRxqFQoTCO2Qt9PgqMgCFUZrFAodLoEEPA&url=https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Wall&psig=AFQjCNE65Zey1iymCQHWFiqFpmK4nVuxYg&ust=1444045789518839
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRxqFQoTCJqIxoThqMgCFYRxFAodeKMJQA&url=http://diagrampic.com/body-outline-pictures/&psig=AFQjCNE2PjcIzcQkwLR93ciDb7O8g8QBzQ&ust=1444046072223950
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRxqFQoTCO2Qt9PgqMgCFUZrFAodLoEEPA&url=https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Wall&psig=AFQjCNE65Zey1iymCQHWFiqFpmK4nVuxYg&ust=1444045789518839




Key Stage Two example: Jemmy Button



Developing Pupils’ Vocabulary



Which words should we focus on 

to develop a rich vocabulary?

Tier Three Words

Tier Three includes words whose frequency of use is quite low, often 
being limited to specific domains, the meaning of which students will 
often learn in specific subject areas.

Tier Two Words

Tier Two includes sophisticated words that appear in a wide variety of 
texts and in the written and oral language of mature language users. 
Knowing the meaning of Tier Two words allow us to express concepts 
with precision and make links to other ideas.

Tier One Words

Tier One consists of the most basic and frequently occurring  words, the 
meaning of which students will often learn from everyday experiences.

Bringing Words to Life  Robust Vocabulary Instruction  Isabel L Beck,Margaret G McKeown and Linda Kucan



Tier Three Words – Topic Words

photosynthesis, Egyptologist, googly  

Tier Two Words – Useful Words

establish, intervene, appreciated 

Tier One Words –Everyday Words

children, eaten, shops



Clarifying the meaning of words

Developing pupils’ understanding of 

vocabulary within reading



What does it mean to know a 

word?

• Generalization through definitional knowledge

• Application through correct usage

• Breadth through recall of words

• Precision through understanding examples and 

non-examples

• Availability through use of vocabulary in 

discussion



Direct vocabulary instruction

David Didau explains that just giving children 

challenging texts isn’t enough. Pupils need to be 

taught to:

• Recognise how the word is spelt

• Pronounce the word correctly

• Define what the word means

.

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjzkaKe7JzhAhVCPBoKHRiNDF4QjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https%3A%2F%2Flearningspy.co.uk%2Fliteracy%2Fclosing-language-gap-building-vocabulary%2F&psig=AOvVaw1GZoSplUfKS3A_QI0Dn5lK&ust=1553587943494642






Quality storage of vocabulary…7 

links (semantic frameworks to store 

a word)

resistance

opposite

(antonym)

syllables: 

‘Say and clap’ Meaning:

Synonyms:

same root:
Sentence:

‘pictoword’







4. To mess and 

joke around with 

someone.

3. A large quantity 

of something.

2. A mythical fish 

which swam 

backwards to 

keep the water 

out of its eyes.

1. A sticky plaque 

type substance 

found on the 

teeth of large 

cats.

Goofang







Model the three-part heuristic 

for unknown vocabulary

• Look inside the word or phrase for structural 

clues

• Look outside the word or phrase for contextual 

clues

• Look further outside the word or phrase for 

resources
(Frey & Fisher, 2009)



“Oh,” came Nellie’s tremulous 

voice, “that’s wonderful, dear. 

Goodbye then.”

Kate DiCamillo, The Miraculous Journey of Edward 

Tulane, p.85



tremulous

Let’s look inside the word. Remember we looked 

at tremors in our earthquake topic? This word 

starts in the same way as tremor and tremble,

and I know what both of those words mean.

Now we can look outside the 

word. Do you remember that 

the author told us that 

Nellie’s “voice shook” in a 

previous sentence? That 

would fit with tremor and 

tremble. I think tremulous 

means ‘shaking’.   

I’m happy that I have solved this 

word problem but I can always look 

further outside the word in a 

dictionary if I am unsure. 



He is clever, 
resourceful and 

cunning.

He starts as a 
timid boy and 

becomes a hero.

Competitive and 
a fighter.

A brave and loyal 
friend.

Stands up for 
the weak.

Can be angry and 
impulsive

Has an unusual 
shaped scar.



Articulate!

Teams of 3:

• Player one – Describe the key vocabulary in 

their own words (without saying the actual word)

• Player two – guess the word

• Player three – Timer and point scorer 



Building new vocabulary

Exploring approaches to develop 

pupils’ vocabulary





safe quaint Idyllic

overlooked rural picturesque

private hidden isolated

Best of 3?

Odd One Out?

Inviting unspoilt formal



Best of 3
A game to broaden pupils’ vocabulary and encourage 
careful choice/selection of the words they use in their 
writing



Matching pairs:

Synonym/antonym matching can be a useful way to 

assess vocabulary knowledge, which also 

encourages exposure to new words.

‘Closing the Vocabulary Gap’  Alex Quigley

wintry

bitter

balmy

serious

trivial

solemnappalling

appealing

horrendous

bad

excellent

wicked



Word knowledge helps connect 

together ideas and concepts 
(Quigley, ‘Closing the Vocabulary Gap’)

big happy kind good

scary giant terrifying friendly

smiley harmless deadly frightening

shiny pretty fun dangerous

sinister ogre vicious fearsome

fierce timid fortunate pleasant

gruesome ferocious monstrous amiable

competent reliable grotesque abhorrent
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Zone of Relevance

Diamond Nine



Zones of Relevance





Shades of Meaning –
building synonyms of different intensity





Supporting Vocabulary Retrieval





Developing spoken language 

(drama & oral rehearsal)

• Dressing up clothes / material – for acting out

• Hot Seating – interviewing characters from a story

• Freeze frames – creating a frozen tableau from a key moment in a story

• Miming scenes – miming a scene from a story.  Can other guess which part? 

• Role playing – revisit scenes or invent new ones

• Free role play – create a setting, children create their own story

• Act the story – adult narrates the story and children act out

• Puppet theatre – finger or stick puppets (or felt boards)

• Journalists – interview the story characters

• ‘News’ programmes – pretend to interview and put on the ‘news’

• Gossip /Whispers– 2 characters chatting about what is happening

• Phone calls ‘Telephones’ – mobile phone calls from one character to a friend

• Statements to the police – what does the wolf have in his defence?

• Story Walk Through – Retell the story by walking through the key pictures and providing 

key sentence openers



Developing spoken language 

(drama & oral rehearsal)

• Guided Tour – A tour of the setting (one child blindfolded)

• Tableaux – Recreate the scene/painting and freeze

• Thought Tapping – A tap on the shoulder to come to life

• Fast Forward/Rewind – Exploring the scene and improvising

• Story Spoons – puppet theatre, retelling well known stories

• Helicopter Stories – masking tape stage to expand children’s stories

• Conscience Alley/Thought Tunnel – exploring characters’ thoughts

• Press Conference – interviewing characters

• Story Circles – building narrative together

• Line of continuum – masking tape line, ‘Strongly Agree’ and ‘Strongly 
Disagree’ 

• ABC – Add, Build, Contest

• Table Top Talking Cards – Encouraging topic related discussion

• Talk Homework – supporting the spoken language curriculum at home

• Chatterbox – shoe box discussion





Capturing 

evidence of 

drama and 

role play



Drama –
capturing 
vocabulary

Recording 
drama activities 
alongside the 
key vocabulary 
and language 
explored



What is on his 
foot?

She looks 
different.

What is this 
made of?



Plenary & Close


