
Reading Journal Evidence
Examples of effective task design from KS1



Word Explorers

Exploring the meaning of new words in context, to 
develop understanding of the text.



Word Explorer
Clarifying the meaning of words, using moments from 
the text that reflect the meaning of words or phrases



Visualising

Picturing key moments, characters or settings 
in a story, drawing on their reading and 
background knowledge to make sense of the 
text.



Retelling and Sequencing

Retell the story orally. Order the main events in a story. 
Recalling key moments from the text, to support 
understanding and to develop further writing skills by 
internalising story structures, techniques, plot…





Inference

Discussing characters’ 
thoughts and feelings at key 
moments in a story





Synonyms
Finding synonyms of important words that feature in the text, to 
help develop understanding of the word. Use this as an 
opportunity to build new, associated vocabulary that can then be 
used in writing.



Retrieval

Ask the children to reread the focus text to record the number of 
times a word has been used. Skimming the text to find them.

Read information 
and  record what 
they have found out 
about a subject.



Retrieval
Place the words from the text in alphabetical order – and good 
dictionary practice



Asking and Answering 
Questions

Scan the text to find answers to the 
questions. Match the given responses to 
the correct question.



Opinion scale

fearful brave

I think … because …

Earlier in the text …

This part of the text shows …





Inference sums



+ = Kevin is nervous 







Roll, Read, Draw

This doesn’t have to be a 

worksheet, and you can adapt 

the words to contain your focus 

GPCs.

Roll the dice, read the word with 

that number and draw what the 

word means.



Shared Reading – Story Time!






