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Pastiche

e Pastiche offers plentiful opportunities for students to
develop their own written repertoire of vocabulary
and sentence structures.

e Exploring an example of a writer’s work and
identifying the features that make it successful, then
deliberately practising these features at sentence
level helps students to understand how grammatical
and language choices relate to tone and meaning.

e All writers start off by imitating other writers.
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The value of imitation

Stylistic imitation is a perfectly honorable way to get started as a
writer (and impossible to avoid, really; some sort of imitation
marks each new stage of a writer’s development).

—Stephen King, On Writing

Imitation “allows us to be creative, to find our own voices as
we imitate certain aspects of other voices.”
—Paul Butler, “Imitation as Freedom”
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Pastiche: both magpie and parrot

Like a magpie,
search for and
collect the sparkly
things that make
the writing
interesting.

Like a parrot,
repeat and
practise using the
phrases and
sentences you
have learned by
imitation.
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Slow writing

“Is less perhaps more? Over the past few years I've been
experimenting with what, for want of a better idea, I'm calling
Slow Writing. The idea is to get students to slow the hell down
and approach each word, sentence and paragraph with love and
attention. Obviously they’ll write less but what they do write will
be beautifully wrought and finely honed.”

David Didau blog, 2012

David Didau

http://www.learningspy.co.uk/english-gcse/how-to-
improve-writing/
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Creating a slow writing/pastiche hybrid tool

* |dentify a writer with a strong stylistic voice to use as a
model.

* Explore an exemplar text together with students, drawing
attention to interesting sentence structures and features of
style and discussing their impact on readers.

* |dentify key sentences that can be adapted through
sentence imitation and create worked examples and
opportunities to practise adapting and changing sentences
to fit new topics.

* Collate a list of instructions that describe the sentence
structures you have encountered in the text — use these for
slow writing once you are confident that students are
familiar with the features you are referring to.
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Exploring an example of a writer’s style

Diesel: Jeremy Clarkson
Top Gear Column - October 14th 2014

Just a few years ago, experts decided that petrol was fundamentally evil, and that using it to fuel the
engine in your car was about the same as running round a town centre in a polar bear suit, stamping on
baby bats and shooting passers-by.

As a result, many people decided to sell their petrol-powered car and buy a diesel instead. There were
some sacrifices, of course. There was a bit of clatter on start-up and power was lacking at the top end,
but, on the upside, trips to the pumps were less frequent, annual running costs were down and, best of
all, the Arctic was full once more of smiling polar bears, rolling in the snow and playing with their
cublets.

But now, the very same experts who told us to switch to diesel are saying that it is, in fact, the fuel of
Lucifer and that anyone who uses it in their car is guilty of murder. "Murder, d'you hear?”

They say that if you stand on a street corner on a sunny day and watch a diesel-powered vehicle pull
away, you can see a haze, and that this haze is made up of unburnt particulates which will work their
way into our children's lungs and kill them. They say diesel soot will also cause deformities and death,
and that walking down Oxford Street is the same as smoking a thousand cigarettes an hour for two
hundred years.
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Content is king

e Students often struggle to generate ideas
when writing under pressure of time — this
can also be the case when slow writing.

* Provide stimulus material and opportunities to
think/discuss before beginning slow writing
tasks.
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Slow writing approach

Explain your expectations and how the work you have
done previously has prepared the students for this task.

Model how to do the task — give yourself a few sentence
instructions as you will for the students and demonstrate
on the board the effortful process of trying to come up
with sentences that fulfil the brief.

Go slowly.

Give very explicit instructions, sentence by sentence,
based on the pastiche toolkit you have created.

Create space every few sentences for students to review
their writing and make sure it makes good sense and is
stylish. Encourage them to tweak language choices.
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HIAS English Team

The HIAS English team offer a wide range of high-quality
services to support schools in improving outcomes for learners,
Including courses, bespoke consultancy and inhouse training.

For further details referring to English, please contact the team leader:
« Emma Tarrant: emma.tarrant@hants.gov.uk

For secondary-specific English queries, please contact:
— Joanna Kenyon: joanna.kenyon@hants.gov.uk

For further details on the full range of services available please contact us using the
following email:

htlcdev@hants.gov.uk
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Upcoming courses

Keep up-to-date with our learning opportunities for each subject through our Upcoming Course pages
linked below. To browse the full catalogue of learning offers, visit our new Learning Zone. Full details
of how to access the site to make a booking are provided here.

 English

* Maths

« Science

»  Geography
- RE

»  History

* Leadership
«  Computing
« Art

«  D&T

e Assessment
. Support Staff
« SEN
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