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Key stage 1 English writing standardisation exercise 

For the purpose of this standardisation exercise, you should assume that following the 

discussion with the teacher during the moderation, you are satisfied that the writing is 

independent, including the use of any source material, and that any edits are the pupil’s 

own.  

Where handwriting seems inconsistent, you should base your judgement on the strongest 

piece, and assume that this is validated by further evidence in the pupil’s books. 

Where there is no evidence of correct spelling of words from the statutory word lists in the 

pupil’s independent writing, you should assume that the teacher has provided evidence in 

the form of spelling tests or writing from across the curriculum. 

This exercise does not contain any collections from pupils deemed to have a particular 

weakness. 

All assessments should be made using the Teacher assessment frameworks at the end of  

key stage 1: English writing – working towards the expected standard, working at the 

expected standard or working at greater depth. You should not assume that the exercise 

includes one collection from each of the standards. Each collection should be judged 

individually.  

Pupil A 

This collection includes: 

A) a non-chronological report 

B) a story 

C) a recount 

D) a short story 

E) a wanted poster  

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/740343/2018-19_teacher_assessment_frameworks_at_the_end_of_key_stage_1_WEBHO.pdf
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Key stage 1  

Pupil A – Piece A: a non-chronological report 

Context: pupils had researched different endangered species as part of their topic. They 

then chose an animal to write about. They chose to present their work in a question and 

answer format non-chronological report. 
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Key stage 1 

Pupil A – Piece B: a story 

Context: as part of a whole class guided read, the pupils were looking at ‘Lila and The 

Secret of Rain’ (David Conway). Before retelling the story, pupils discussed the plot and 

selected a planning frame of their choice to organise and talk through their ideas before 

writing. The pupil’s writing has been transcribed from their handwritten text.     
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Key stage 1  

Pupil A – Piece C: a recount 

Context: the class had previously studied recounts after a class trip. After a visit to the RAF 

museum, the pupil talked about the events of the day and then produced a recount. 
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Key stage 1 

Pupil A – Piece D: a short story 

Context: the class looked at a series of pictures showing different settings. Pupils compiled 

effective words and phrases to describe the location. Pupils then chose a setting and were 

asked to write a short story, which would include helping the reader to imagine what it was 

like in the selected setting. 
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Key stage 1 

Pupil A – Piece E: a wanted poster 

Context: pupils had explored the purpose of a wanted poster in the Autumn term. Using 

their knowledge of animals from work focussing on endangered species and rainforests, 

pupils had to produce a wanted poster that described a chosen animal and expressed the 

potential danger to the reader. 
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Pupil B  

This collection includes: 

A) a description 

B) a story set in space 

C) a story based on a rescue 

D) a recount 

E) a retelling of a traditional tale   
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Key stage 1  

Pupil B – Piece A: a description 

Context: as part of their topic on amazing animals, pupils visited a local zoo. They then 

wrote a description of their favourite animal, asking the reader to guess its identity. 
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Key stage 1  

Pupil B - Piece B: a story set in space  

Context: As part of their ‘Out of this world’ topic, pupils explored stories set in space. After 

planning an outline of a story as a small group, they then completed it independently. 
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Key stage 1  

Pupil B - Piece C: a story based on a rescue 

Context: as part of their topic work, pupils explored a range of ‘lost and found’ stories. 

Having planned the structure of a new ‘lost and found’ story as a class, they then wrote 

their own independent version.  
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Key stage 1  

Pupil B - Piece D: a recount 

Context: as part of their topic on amazing animals, pupils visited a local zoo. They then 

wrote a recount about their day.  
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Key stage 1  

Pupil B - Piece E: a retelling of a traditional tale 

Context: pupils explored a range of traditional tales before working together to create a 

story map for ‘Goldilocks and the Three Bears’. They then retold the first part of the story in 

their own words.  
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Pupil C 

This collection includes: 

A) a description of a marine event 

B) an alternative ending 

C) a recount  

D) a letter 

E) a story



 17 

 

Key stage 1  

Pupil C – Piece A: a description of a marine event 

Context: inspired by a class reading of ‘The Lighthouse Keeper’s Lunch’ (Ronda and David 

Armitage), the pupils were provided with a series of sea-based images, which they had to 

organise into a short narrative and then recount to a peer. They then produced a short 

descriptive piece relaying the events. An image from the book has been removed from the 

top of the page. 
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Key stage 1  

Pupil C – Piece B: an alternative ending 

Context: using the premise of ‘The Lighthouse Keeper’s Lunch’ (Ronda and David 

Armitage), the pupils worked in ‘talk-groups’ to think of new endings to the story. These 

were acted out in a drama lesson. The children then used a story journey map to plot their 

ideas before writing. 
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Key stage 1  

Pupil C – Piece C: a recount 

Context: after a school visit, the class was asked to write a brief recount of the journey. 

Pupils were encouraged to independently select and use sequential words or phrases. 
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Key stage 1  

Pupil C – Piece D: a letter 

Context: the class enjoyed ‘The Blue Penguin’ (Petr Horacek) as part of whole-class guided 

reading. It was used as part of a PSHE focus looking at how children can be cruel to 

anyone they see as different. The pupils were asked to write a letter to another sea 

creature, in role as the Blue Penguin, explaining how they felt and the possible support they 

needed. 
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Key stage 1  

Pupil C – Piece E: a story 

Context: following a class discussion on how animals, like people, have to live in habitats 

and try to get on with each other, the pupil asked if they could write their own story during a 

‘free-writing’ session about a mischievous bat. The pupil animatedly read the story to a 

group of children in an early years’ class. 

 


