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2018 teacher assessment and moderation  

Key stage 2 (KS2) standardisation exercise 2 

Introduction 

 
For the purpose of this standardisation exercise, you should assume that discussion with the 

teacher during the moderation visit has satisfied you that the writing is independent, including the 

use of any source material, and that any edits are the pupil’s own.  

Where extracts from a short story are included, you should assume that the complete story is 

available. Where handwriting seems inconsistent, you should base your judgement on the strongest 

piece, and assume that this is validated by further evidence in the pupil’s books.  

Since this standardisation exercise must be completed without recourse to a professional 

discussion, during which moderators have the opportunity to seek any necessary clarification, minor 

edits have been made to some pieces of writing to avoid any ambiguity where the pupil’s intention 

was unclear.  

This exercise does not contain any collections from pupils deemed to have a particular 

weakness.  

You should not assume that the exercise includes one collection from each of the standards within 

the KS2 English writing framework: working towards the expected standard, working at the expected 

standard or working at greater depth within the expected standard. Each collection should be judged 

individually.  

Please ensure that you note your answers down clearly and correctly, and give them to the person 

overseeing the standardisation exercise once completed. There isn’t a template for you to record 

your responses. You will need to record your responses using a format agreed within your local 

authority. 

  



 2 

 

Contents 

The collections in this exercise include the following pieces: 

 

Pupil A  

A) a portrait  

B) a narrative  

C) a leaflet  

D) a first-person narrative  

E) an information text  

 
Pupil B 

A) a set of instructions 

B) a story 

C) an informative article 

D) a narrative  

E) a letter 

 

Pupil C 

A) a fictional journal 

B) a narrative 

C) a newspaper report 

D) a theatre review 

E) a promotional leaflet 
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KS2 Exercise 2 Pupil A      Piece A – a portrait  

Context: As part of the school’s celebration of International Women’s Day, pupils were asked to 

research a woman from history who made a significant contribution to women’s rights. The pupil 

chose to write about the life of Emmeline Pankhurst and explain why they had been inspired to write 

about her. 
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KS2 Exercise 2 Pupil A      Piece B – a narrative  

Context: The class read ‘Wonderstruck’ by Brian Selznick, which tells the intertwined stories of the 

two main characters (Ben’s story is told in words; Rose’s story is told in pictures). Pupils were asked 

to reconstruct and write the section of Rose’s story where she runs away to New York, focusing on 

her impressions of the place. 
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KS2 Exercise 2 Pupil A      Piece C – a leaflet  

Context: As part of their work on ‘Wonderstruck’ by Brian Selznick, pupils were asked to produce a leaflet designed to promote the attractions of the American 

Museum of Natural History to potential visitors. Pupils drew on their own research as well as knowledge of the text and previous learning about persuasive 

writing.  
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KS2 Exercise 2 Pupil A      Piece D – a first-person narrative  

Context: As part of their work on ‘Wonderstruck’ by Brian Selznick, pupils were asked to recreate a section 

of the narrative through the eyes of Ben’s cousin, Robby, capturing his perspective of the scene where Ben 

sees a light in his old house and goes to investigate. 
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KS2 Exercise 2 Pupil A      Piece E – an information text  

Context: As part of their science work on living things and their habitats, pupils were asked to invent a rare, 

fictitious species of creature. Having revisited the features of non-chronological texts, they then produced 

an information text for the school website to convince readers of their creature’s authenticity. 
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KS2 Exercise 2 Pupil B      Piece A – a set of instructions 

Context: As part of their work on myths and legends, pupils invented their own mythical creature and 

selected the form of writing they wished to use to portray it. The pupil chose to write a set of instructions 

which would help the creature to find a partner. 
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KS2 Exercise 2 Pupil B      Piece B – a story 

Context: Pupils were given the task of writing a short story based on an everyday errand. Planning time 

was provided to consider the types of errand they might be asked to undertake, and the possible dilemmas 

they might face. 
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KS2 Exercise 2 Pupil B      Piece C – an informative article 

Context: As part of their science work on animals and their environment, pupils researched a creature of 

their choice. Having revisited the features of non-chronological texts, they then produced an informative 

article suitable for inclusion in a year 6 class science journal. 
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KS2 Exercise 2 Pupil B      Piece D – a narrative  

Context: As part of their work on Shakespeare, pupils explored the main events in ‘Macbeth’, acting out the 

scene in which Lady Macbeth persuades her husband to kill Duncan. Pupils then wrote a narrative based 

on the scene, with a focus on character and atmosphere. 
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KS2 Exercise 2 Pupil B      Piece E – a letter 

Context: As part of their work on Shakespeare, pupils explored the ongoing feud between the Capulets and 

the Montagues before considering what might have happened if they had been persuaded to make their 

peace. As part of this process, pupils wrote an imaginary letter from Lady Montague, in an attempt to 

persuade Lady Capulet that a marriage between Romeo and Juliet might be a means of uniting the two 

households. 
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KS2 Exercise 2 Pupil C      Piece A – a fictional journal  

Context: Following a class reading of ‘The Midnight Fox’ by Betsy Byars, pupils explored the character of 

Tom through discussion and role play. They then wrote a number of journal entries, incorporating 

correspondence between Tom and his parents, and with his friend, Petie Burkis, as well as a short piece 

written from the perspective of the fox. The journal excerpts are from 26th May to 15th June. 
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KS2 Exercise 2 Pupil C      Piece B – a narrative  

Context: Having read and discussed ‘How the Whale Became’ by Ted Hughes, pupils planned and wrote 

their own creation myth, based on a creature of their choice. 
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KS2 Exercise 2 Pupil C      Piece C – a newspaper report  

Context: Following a theatre workshop on Shakespeare’s play, ‘The Tempest’, pupils drew on their prior 

learning of the style of newspaper articles, to write a report about the shipwreck featured at the start of the 

play.  
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KS2 Exercise 2 Pupil C      Piece D – a theatre review 

Context: As part of their work on Shakespeare, the class went to see the Royal Shakespeare Company’s 

(RSC) production of ‘The Tempest’ at Stratford-upon-Avon. On their return, they wrote a review of the 

production. 
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KS2 Exercise 2 Pupil C      Piece E – a promotional leaflet 

Context: Pupils explored the features of persuasive writing, including promotional material from local 

attractions. They then produced their own leaflet aimed at promoting the attractions of a local farm shop. 
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