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2018 teacher assessment and moderation 

Key stage 2 (KS2) standardisation exercise 1 

 

Introduction 

For the purpose of this standardisation exercise, you should assume that discussion with the teacher during 

the moderation visit has satisfied you that the writing is independent, including the use of any source 

material, and that any edits are the pupil’s own.  

Where extracts from a short story are included, you should assume that the complete story is available. 

Where handwriting seems inconsistent, you should base your judgement on the strongest piece, and 

assume that this is validated by further evidence in the pupil’s books. 

Since this standardisation exercise must be completed without recourse to a professional discussion, 

during which moderators have the opportunity to seek any necessary clarification, minor edits have been 

made to some pieces of writing to avoid any ambiguity where the pupil’s intention was unclear. 

This exercise does not contain any collections from pupils deemed to have a particular weakness. 

You should not assume that the exercise includes one collection from each of the standards within the 

English writing framework at KS2: working towards the expected standard, working at the expected 

standard or working at greater depth.  Each collection should be judged individually. 

Please ensure you input your answers correctly into the response survey and submit before midnight 

Sunday 14 January 2018. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/647107/2017_to_2018_teacher_assessment_frameworks_at_the_end_of_key_stage_2_PDFA.pdf
https://www.smartsurvey.co.uk/s/exercise12018/
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Contents 

 

The collections in this exercise include the following pieces: 

Pupil A  

A) an argument  

B) an informative article 

C) a story  

D) an interview 

E) an account of an encounter with a dragon  

 
Pupil B 

A) an information text on evolution 

B) a newspaper report 

C) an evaluative report on the ‘dolly’ shoe 

D) promotional material for a new toy 

E) a story involving a mythical beast 

 

Pupil C 

A) a diary 

B) a letter 

C) an additional scene  

D) a narrative flashback 

E) a promotional leaflet 
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KS2 Exercise 1 Pupil A Piece A – Argument  

Context: As preparation for a class debate, pupils were asked to present an argument for, or against, 

banning television for children. Pupils discussed their own opinions in small groups prior to writing. 
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KS2 Exercise 1 Pupil A Piece B – Informative article  

Context: Following work in science on materials and their properties, pupils were asked to write an 

informative article for a children’s science publication, which would support others’ understanding of the 

subject, and summarise their own learning. 
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KS2 Exercise 1 Pupil A Piece C – Story about a lost dog 

Context: As part of their themed work on Battersea Dogs and Cats Home, the class explored the emotions 

they might feel if a precious pet went missing. Pupils were then asked to write a short story about a missing 

pet of their choice.  
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KS2 Exercise 1 Pupil A Piece D – Interview 

Having revisited the features of biographical and autobiographical writing, pupils linked this to their science 

topic on the work of David Attenborough to create an imaginary interview, which would draw out details of 

his life and work. 
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KS2 Exercise 1 Pupil A Piece E – Account of an encounter with a dragon 

Context: As part of a topic on the Vikings, pupils watched video clips of the film ‘How to Train Your Dragon’ 

before producing their own narrative about a chance encounter with a dragon, with a focus on descriptive 

writing. 
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KS2 Exercise 1 Pupil B Piece A – Information text on evolution 

Context: This extract, from a longer piece of work on evolution, formed part of pupils’ science work on how 

things have changed over time. Pupils were asked to select their own area of interest and produce a piece 

that could be included in a year 6 class science journal.  
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KS2 Exercise 1 Pupil B Piece B – Newspaper report 

Context: This newspaper report was based on a real-life event in which surfer Matthew Bryce survived after 

32 hours adrift at sea. Pupils read news articles and listened to an interview with Matthew, before writing an 

article for a daily newspaper. 
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KS2 Exercise 1 Pupil B Piece C – Evaluative report 

Context: This report is an extract from a longer piece, which evaluated three types of shoe. Having revisited 

the features of non-chronological reports, pupils were asked to select an item that they might buy, and 

evaluate its features and suitability for purpose. 
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KS2 Exercise 1 Pupil B Piece D – Promotional material for a new toy 

Context: As part of a theme on product design, pupils were asked to produce their own ideas for an 

educational toy, and to write a promotional leaflet that would persuade parents to buy it. 
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KS2 Exercise 1 Pupil B Piece E – Story 

Context: As part of themed work on Norse mythology, pupils explored a range of stories and poetry, and 

watched the short video ‘The Saga of Biorn’ before writing their own version of the Viking warrior’s final 

battle with the savage, wolf-like Fenrir. 
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KS2 Exercise 1 Pupil C Piece A – Wartime diary 

Context: As part of a theme on World War 2, pupils discussed what it must have been like to shelter in a 

London underground station overnight to escape an air raid; they then wrote a diary entry, detailing how 

they might have thought and felt. 
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KS2 Exercise 1 Pupil C Piece B – Letter home 

Context: As part of a work theme on World War 2, extracts from ‘Goodnight Mister Tom’ (Michelle 

Magorian) and ‘Carrie’s War’ (Nina Bawden) were shared with the class to explore how it must have felt to 

be an evacuee. Pupils then wrote a letter in role, with the remit of reassuring their parents that all was well. 
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KS2 Exercise 1 Pupil C Piece C – Additional scene (‘Private Peaceful’ by Michael 
Morpurgo) 

Context: Having read the first few chapters of ‘Private Peaceful’ (Michael Morpurgo), pupils were asked to 

write an additional scene based on Tommo’s recollections of his childhood. 
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KS2 Exercise 1 Pupil C Piece D – Flashback 

Context: Pupils were asked to create a narrative, incorporating a flashback, based on the final chapters of 

the novel ‘Private Peaceful’ (Michael Morpurgo). 
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KS2 Exercise 1 Pupil C Piece E – Promotional leaflet 

Having revisited the features of persuasive writing, pupils explored holiday brochures before producing a 

leaflet to promote their own, imaginary hotel. 
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