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Key stage 2 English writing standardisation exercise 1 

For the purpose of this standardisation exercise, you should assume that discussion with the 

teacher during the moderation visit has satisfied you that the writing is independent, including the 

use of any source material, and that any edits are the pupil’s own.  

Where handwriting seems inconsistent, you should base your judgement on the strongest piece, 

and assume that this is validated by further evidence in the pupil’s books. 

Where there is no evidence of correct spelling of words from the statutory word lists in the pupil’s 

independent writing, you should assume that the teacher has provided evidence in the form of 

spelling tests or exercises and/or writing from across the curriculum. 

This exercise does not contain any collections from pupils deemed to have a particular weakness. 

You should not assume that the exercise includes one collection from each of the standards within 

the English writing framework at key stage 2: working towards the expected standard, working at 
the expected standard or working at greater depth. Each collection should be judged individually.  

 
Please ensure you input your answers correctly into the response survey and submit before 10am 

Monday 12 November 2018. 

Pupil A 

This collection includes: 

A) an owner’s guide 

B) a biography 

C) a story 

D) a leaflet 

E) a missing chapter 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/740345/2018-19_teacher_assessment_frameworks_at_the_end_of_key_stage_2_WEBHO.pdf
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Key stage 2 exercise 1  

Pupil A - Piece A: an owner’s guide 

Context: as part of their exploration of the class novel, Clockwork (Philip Pullman), pupils were 

asked to create a user guide for the clockwork masterpiece that the main character, Karl, would 

have found alongside the clockwork knight. The guide was intended for Karl’s eyes only. 
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Key stage 2 exercise 1  

Pupil A - Piece B: a biography 

Context: following the reading of Shackleton’s Journey (William Grill) and cross-curricular work on 

the polar regions, the class was asked to research the early life of Shackleton and combine this with 

the key events from Grill’s picture book prior to writing a biography of the explorer that would appeal 

to young readers.
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Key stage 2 exercise 1  

Pupil A - Piece C: a story 

Context: as part of a two-week film unit on Alma, pupils explored a range of techniques to create 

setting and atmosphere, applying these to their written work. Pupils wrote their own versions of 

Alma, incorporating two different perspectives: that of the third-person narrator, and that of the doll 

in the shop window. 
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Key stage 2 exercise 1  

Pupil A - Piece D: a leaflet 

Context: during topic work on the polar regions, the class was asked to design their own cruise to the continent to be advertised in the travel section of a 

national newspaper. Pupils produced a promotional leaflet which they presented over a colour photocopy of their own original artwork. 
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Key stage 2 exercise 1  

Pupil A - Piece E: a missing chapter 

Context: as part of a whole-class unit on Pig Heart Boy (Malorie Blackman), pupils were asked to 

write the chapter where Cameron returns to school following his pig heart transplant. The class 

discussed how Cameron’s peers might have reacted to his transplant and how dialogue could be 

integrated to show characterisation and help to advance the action.  
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Pupil B  

This collection includes: 

A) a short story 

B) an informative article 

C) a speech 

D) a diary 

E) a newspaper report 
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Key stage 2 exercise 1  

Pupil B - Piece A: a short story 

Context: following an art project that involved studying and making their own Native American totem 

poles, pupils read and explored short stories connected to these symbolic carvings before writing 

their own short story, capturing the spirit of their mythological significance.
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Key stage 2 exercise 1  

Pupil B - Piece B: an informative article 

Context: as part of themed work on endangered species, pupils chose an animal to research before 

writing an informative article for inclusion in a geographical magazine for primary school children.
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Key stage 2 exercise 1  

Pupil B - Piece C: a speech 

Context: pupils discussed and debated a number of ways in which life at school could be improved. 

Having listened to a podcast of a speech given in the House of Commons, they wrote their own 

formal speech on an issue they felt strongly about to present to their peers. 
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Key stage 2 exercise 1  

Pupil B - Piece D: a diary 

Context: having read and explored The Diary of Anne Frank, pupils wrote a diary entry in role as 

Anne, depicting her thoughts and feelings during a typical day spent in hiding. 
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Key stage 2 exercise 1  

Pupil B - Piece E: a newspaper report 

Context: based on the game of Cluedo, pupils explored different aspects of a murder mystery, inventing their own characters and plot, which were then 

incorporated into a range of writing. One of the pieces the pupil chose to write was a newspaper report, published the morning after the crime.  
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Pupil C  

This collection includes: 

A) a missing chapter 

B) an informal letter 

C) a formal letter 

D) a biography and associated newspaper report 

E) a story opening 
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Key stage 2 exercise 1  

Pupil C - Piece A: a missing chapter 

Context: having explored the first few chapters of Holes (Louis Sachar), pupils were asked to 

expand chapter 7 to provide a detailed account, capturing the moment when Stanley completed his 

first hole, through to his arrival back at Camp Green Lake. 
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Key stage 2 exercise 1  

Pupil C - Piece B: an informal letter 

Context: as part of a guided reading activity, pupils discussed how Stanley might embellish his stay 

at Camp Green Lake to hide the truth from his mother. Pupils then wrote a letter in role as Stanley, 

with the remit of reassuring his mother that all was well. 
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Key stage 2 exercise 1  

Pupil C - Piece C: a formal letter 

Context: as part of a whole-class study of Holes (Louis Sachar), pupils revisited the language of 

formal writing before composing a typed letter to the Children’s Services in role as Stanley, to 

complain about the conditions at Camp Green Lake. 
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Key stage 2 exercise 1  

Pupil C - Piece D: a biography and associated newspaper report 

Context: as part of a project on Shakespeare, pupils carried out their own independent research, 

noting key facts and points of interest about the playwright’s life, which they incorporated into the 

writing of a biography. They then drew on their prior knowledge of the features of a newspaper 

report to write an article based on Macbeth, which they had explored through class discussion and 

drama. 
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Key stage 2 exercise 1  

Pupil C - Piece E: a story opening 

Context: pupils explored a number of openings to science fiction novels, before planning and typing 

their own opening for a science fiction story that would appeal to year 6 pupils. 
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