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Key stage 2 English writing standardisation exercise 2  
For the purpose of this standardisation exercise, you should assume that following the 
discussion with the teacher during the moderation, you are satisfied that the writing is 
independent, including the use of any source material, and that any edits are the pupil’s 
own.  

Where handwriting seems inconsistent, you should base your judgement on the strongest 
piece and assume that this is validated by further evidence in the pupil’s books. 

Where there is no evidence of correct spelling of words from the statutory word lists in the 
pupil’s independent writing, you should assume that the teacher has provided evidence in 
the form of spelling tests or writing from across the curriculum. 

This exercise does not contain any collections from pupils deemed to have a particular 
weakness. 

All assessments should be made using the Teacher assessment frameworks at the end of  
key stage 2: English writing – working towards the expected standard, working at the 
expected standard or working at greater depth. You should not assume that the exercise 
includes one collection from each of the standards. Each collection should be judged 
individually. 

Pupil A 

This collection includes: 

A) a letter written in role 

B) a narrative recount 

C) a balanced argument 

D) a non-chronological report 

E) a descriptive setting 

F) a diary entry 

  

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/740345/2018-19_teacher_assessment_frameworks_at_the_end_of_key_stage_2_WEBHO.pdf
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Key stage 2 exercise 2  

Pupil A – Piece A: a letter written in role 

Context: following a study of The Edwardians and the sinking of the Titanic, pupils read the 
back story ‘The Joining of the pair’ about 2 women who met and travelled together on the 
ship. They were then asked to write a letter from the viewpoint of a character who planned 
to sail on the maiden voyage to a relative already in America. 
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Key stage 2 exercise 2 

Pupil A – Piece B: a narrative recount 

Context: following a study of The Edwardians and the sinking of the Titanic, pupils read the 
back story ‘The Joining of the pair’ about two women who met and travelled together on the 
ship. They were then asked to write a narrative recount of their meeting from the point of 
view of one of the women. The pupil’s writing has been transcribed from their handwritten 
text. 
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Key stage 2 exercise 2 

Pupil A – Piece C: a balanced argument 

Context: pupils read several balanced arguments before writing their own about a topic of 
their choice. This pupil chose to write about the pros and cons of having to wear a school 
uniform. The pupil’s writing has been transcribed from their handwritten text. 



 6 

 

Key stage 2 exercise 2 

Pupil A – Piece D: a non-chronological report 

Context: as part of their topic in science, pupils researched animals living in different 
regions of the world. They chose one animal from a cold climate and one animal from a hot 
climate and wrote about them. This pupil chose to present the information for a younger 
audience. 
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Key stage 2 exercise 2 

Pupil A – Piece E: a descriptive setting  

Context: after reading ‘Cloud Tea Monkeys’ (Mal Peet and Elspeth Graham), pupils 
prepared to write their own Himalayan folktale. In this piece, the pupil has written a 
description of the setting for inclusion within the longer story. 
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Key stage 2 exercise 2  

Pupil A – Piece F: a diary entry 

Context: pupils studied The Tudors in history lessons and carried out their own research 
about life in Tudor times, including the fate of Henry Vӏӏӏ’s wives. They were then asked to 
write a diary entry in the role of Anne Boleyn for the night before she was executed. 
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Pupil B 

This collection includes: 

A) a diary entry 

B) a mystery story 

C) a survival guide 

D) a letter 

E) a set of instructions 

F) a story
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Key stage 2 exercise 2  

Pupil B – Piece A: a diary entry 

Context: during a cross-curricular topic, pupils learned about the jobs performed by children 
and others working in mines of the past. Pupils went on to write a diary entry, based on the 
experiences of their chosen mine-worker. 
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Key stage 2 exercise 2 

Pupil B – Piece B: a mystery story 

Context: following a local history topic, pupils wrote a 'mystery' story incorporating their 
knowledge of mining alongside techniques to build suspense. 
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Key stage 2 exercise 2 

Pupil B – Piece C: a survival guide 

Context: during a cross-curricular topic about Antarctica, pupils read articles and 
researched the region before writing 'a survival guide' using what they had learned. 
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Key stage 2 exercise 2 

Pupil B – Piece D: a letter 

Context: pupils were asked to write a formal letter to the queen, from a fictional character of 
their choice, asking for her help. The pupil chose to write as Roald Dahl's ‘BFG’. 
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Key stage 2 exercise 2 

Pupil B – Piece E: a set of instructions 

Context: for National Science Week, pupils investigated carrier bags with the aim of finding 
the bag that could hold the most tomatoes. Using their findings, pupils were asked to write 
instructions for adults to make a ‘carrier bag for life’. 
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Key stage 2 exercise 2 

Pupil B – Piece F: a story 

Context: as part of their learning about Antarctica, pupils read 'Sky Song' (Abi Elphinstone). 
Pupils wrote their own stories linked to the book, selecting characters, the setting and a 
problem, based on the original. 
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Pupil C 

This collection includes: 

A) an explanation 

B) a persuasive leaflet 

C) a narrative 

D) a scientific report 

E) a non-chronological report 

F) a story opening 
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Key stage 2 exercise 2 

Pupil C – Piece A: an explanation 

Context: following a study of mountains and the mountain environment in geography 
lessons, pupils conducted their own independent research before creating an A3 sized 
explanatory poster on mountains. 
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Key stage 2 exercise 2 

Pupil C – Piece B: a persuasive leaflet 

Context: following a study of mountains and the mountain environment in geography 
lessons, pupils conducted their own independent research into the Rocky Mountain 
National Park. They then produced their own leaflet to persuade people to choose this as a 
holiday destination. 
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Key stage 2 exercise 2 

Pupil C – Piece C: a narrative 

Context: pupils were introduced to a forensic scientist as a visitor in school and were able to 
ask questions and make notes about her work. Subsequent science work over several 
lessons involved forensic investigations and opportunities to record findings. Pupils also 
read several detective stories before creating their own narrative based on what they had 
investigated and read. 

  



 28 

 

 
  



 29 

 

Key stage 2 exercise 2 

Pupil C – Piece D: a scientific report 

Context: following a science topic on animals and habitats, pupils were asked to write a 
scientific report about the classification of animals. 
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Key stage 2 exercise 2 

Pupil C – Piece E: a non-chronological report 

Context: following a science topic on animals and habitats, pupils were given the 
opportunity to create their own imaginary creature and write an entry for a children’s 
encyclopaedia on animals. 
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Key stage 2 exercise 2 

Pupil C – Piece F: a story opening 

Context: the class had read several mystery stories and had been given opportunities to 
discuss common features and participate in drama activities prior to writing. They were then 
introduced to comic strips and heroes. After creating their own comic strips, they continued 
the narrative as a story. 
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