INTRODUCTION

Scarecrow dictation

The following diagnostic dictation allows children to demonstrate the application of a range of spelling knowledge and spelling strategies.  At KS1 these strategies are primarily phonemic; this is reflected in the word choice in the first two paragraphs.  The letter patterns in these words represent the content of phonic teaching programmes such as Letters and Sounds. The other word level objectives taught at KS1 are also represented by the inclusion of high frequency words, prefixes and suffixes.

The dictation can also be used with KS2 pupils as the third paragraph contains words which reflect the scope of KS2 word level work.

The dictation can be used in a variety of ways:

· To identify spelling issues within a single class, group or year group;

· To identify curricular targets across the whole school;

· To assess individual pupils;

· To measure/ quantify progress in spelling following a period of development in word level work.

The dictation comes with an analysis sheet which explains the reason why each word has been included.  However, it may be useful to look at other aspects of the word other than the stated focus for additional information eg the word first (stated reason for inclusion long vowel /ir/ ) will also provide evidence of whether the child can sequence consonants accurately at the end of a word.

Any amount of the text can be used with individuals/ groups as it is still possible to gain detailed information from the children writing only one or two sentences.  Teachers should use their discretion as to how much of the dictation to use.

Diagnostic Analysis Sheet for the Scarecrow Dictation

	Word
	Reason for inclusion
	Word
	Reason for Inclusion

	Paragraph 1
	Paragraph 2

	it 
	Phase 2 (set 2)
	January
	Months of the year 

	was
	Phase 4  tricky word
	farmer
	er on end of word

	winter
	er at end of word
	made
	Phase 5

	On
	Phase 2
	a
	Phase 3

	The
	Phase 3  tricky word
	scarecrow
	Compound word with long vowel sounds /air/ and /oe/  compound word

	farm.
	Phase 3 - CVC
	from,  string
	Phase 4- adjacent clusters at beginning and end of word

	horse
	Phase 6
	blue
	Phase 5 

	dog, cat, hen, big
	Phase 2
	coat
	Phase 3 - CVC

	and
	Phase 3
	two
	Phase 6
homophone

	all
	Phase 4
	poles
	Phase 5 long vowel sound  split digraph

	went
	Phase 4
	three
	Phase 4 adjacent consonants/phase 3 /ee/

	in, to
	Phase 2
	buttons
	Double consonant in middle of word

	shed, with
	Phase 3 - CVC
	sack
	Phase 2 (set 4) - CVC with digraph at end

	sheep
	Phase 3  CVC
	some
	Phase 5

	
	
	straw
	Phase 4 adjacent consonants and phase 5 long vowel sound /or/

	
	
	old
	Phase 5

	
	
	pipe
	Phase 5 split digraph

	
	
	February
	Months of the year

	
	
	unhappy
	prefix 'un'

	
	
	when
	Phase 5

	
	
	field 
	i before e   Phase 6 /ie/

	
	
	bravest
	suffix 'est'

	
	
	sparrows
	double consonant in middle

	
	
	first
	Phase 5 /ir/  hf word

	
	
	steal
	Phase 4 CCVC   Phase 5 /ea/

	
	
	straw
	Phase 4 CCCV  phase 5 /or/

	
	
	their
	Phase 6

	
	
	nest
	Phase 4 - CVCC

	
	
	popped
	adding ed rule double consonant after short vowel phase 6

	
	
	again
	Phase 5

	
	
	sniffing
	adding ing phase 6

	
	
	air
	Phase 5

	
	
	little
	Phase 5 tricky word

	
	
	sliding
	adding ing dropping e phase 6

	
	
	by
	Phase 6

	
	
	cheerful
	Phase 6

	
	
	June
	Phase 5split vowel digraph /ue/

	
	
	cows
	Phase 3 /ow/  

	
	
	broke
	Phase 5 split vowel digraph /oe/

	
	
	nearly
	Suffix ‘ly’ /ear/

	
	
	knocked
	‘kn’ consonant digraph, ‘ed’ ending

	
	
	down
	Phase 3, /ow/ phoneme

	Paragraph 3
	
	
	

	unfortunately
	prefix 'un'  polysyllabic and ly suffix
	telephoned
	Prefix 'tele' morphemic

	animals
	Polysyllabic unstressed vowel
	neighbour
	eigh

	trampled
	Adding ed
	responsible
	'ible' ending polysyllabic

	through
	Spelling of /oo/
	after
	hf word

	vegetables
	Unstressed vowel
	friendly
	i before e and ly suffix

	they
	Hf word
	conversation
	'tion' at end

	tore
	Phase 5  /or/ 
	decided
	Adding ed

	crushed
	Regular ed ending
	needed
	Regular ed ending

	both
	Med freq word
	prevent
	Prefix pre

	his
	Hf word 
	similar
	Unstressed vowel

	arms
	Phase 3 /ar/
	accidents
	polysyllabic

	dreadful
	Suffix 'ful' and spelling of /e/
	repair
	Phase 5 'air' prefix re 

	sight
	Long vowel 'igh'
	separated
	Unstressed vowel

	felt
	Step 5  lt at end
	making
	Adding ing

	miserable
	'able' ending polysyllabic and unstressed vowel
	higher
	er at end

	discovered
	Prefix 'dis' morphemic
	stronger
	er at end

	happened
	Regular ed ending
	
	

	quickly
	qu also suffix ly at end
	
	


Reception
It was winter on the farm. The horse, dog, cat and hen all went in to the big shed with the sheep.

KS1
In January the farmer made a scarecrow from a blue coat, two poles, three buttons, a sack, some straw, string and an old pipe. In February Mr. Scarecrow was unhappy when he was put out in the field. In March the bravest sparrows came first to steal straw for their nest. In April the moles popped up again sniffing the warm spring air. In May the little slugs and snails came sliding by to say a cheerful 'Hello.' In June some cows broke loose and nearly knocked Mr. Scarecrow down.

KS2
Unfortunately, when the animals trampled through the vegetables, they tore Mr. Scarecrow's coat and crushed both his arms.  He was a dreadful sight. The farmer felt miserable when he discovered what had happened. Quickly, he telephoned his neighbour who was responsible for the beasts. After a friendly conversation, they decided they needed to prevent similar accidents. They would repair the fence which separated their land, making it higher and stronger.
